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The Pharaonic Collection of the University of Pennsylvania
Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology

by Lucy Gordan-Rastelli
Photos courtesy the Museum

[ ike the Egyptian collection on the Arno in Florence, the
o Egyptian collection on the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia
" is a section within a large archaeology museumn. The three-

==

story, red-brick Italianate University of Pennsylvania Muse-

am of Archaeology and Anthropology also houses collections of

other ethnic and ancient cultures:

native Alaska and the American

Southwest, Mesoamerica, Polynesia, Africa, China, Japan, Meso-

potamia, Canaan and Israel, Greece, Rome, and Etruria. “Founded
in 1887.” according to its information brochure, “the Museum has
conducted more than 400 research expeditions around the world and

Penn masterpieces previously published in
Kmt; Opposite, clockwise, Late- 18th Dyn.,
pn_\'l-;\rm:trhr areywac ke statuc of Amen, pro-
venance unknown; Early-18th Dyn. sand-
stone block statue of Sitepehu from Tomb DY,
Abydos: Unusual post-New Kingdom steatite
statuette of the -::mi::‘-gﬂch‘h’SS Renenutet,
[rom Memphis; Detail of a 12th-13th Dyn.
r?{lﬁ(iff statue grﬂup, :‘I'U\{‘Ihi”['l' UN}.’I][‘\\'H. Lr‘"
diorite-porphyry head of Osorkon 11 (22nd
Dyn.), from Tanis. Above, . Lo r., Bronze sta-
tuette with gilding, late-18th Dyn., possibly
representing Tutankhamen, provenance in-
known; Early-18th Dyn. diorite statuc of a
scribe, from Buhen; & Limestone sunk-relief
face of a man, 26th Dyn. (), from Memphis.
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collected nearly a million objects, many
obtained directly through its own field

excavations or anthropological researe h.”

lthough not the only nor the

first American University 10

teach Egyptology, this tradition
at the University of Pennsylvania goes
back to the 1850s, when three gradu-
ate students published their own
iranslation of the text on the Rosetia
Stone. So it should come as no sur-
prise that in 1889 the provost of the
University, Dr. William Pepper. and
the chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee, Dr. Charles C. Harrison,
had strong backing in establishing the
University Archaeological Association.
Its eager and generous associates were
members of the University staff or of
the upper-crust Philadelphia commu-
nity with a keen interest in archaeolo-
gy, especially Egyptian

The following year several
members of the new Association and
other benefactors donated artifacts for
educational purposes. thus forming
the core collection of the Museum’s
newly created Egypuan and Mediter-
ranean Section; and Sara Yorke Stev-
enson (1847-1921) became its first
curator, although the nature of her
Egyplological background is unknown.

A dynamic, tenacious mover-and-
shaker. Stevenson was the first woman
in the United States to hold the posi-
tion of curator of an Egyptian collec-
tion. As David Silverman (Eckley
Brinton Coxe |r. Professor and the
present curator-in-charge ol Penn’s

Egyptian Section ) wrote in the intro-
Sara Yorke Stevenson,
above, served as the [irst
curator of the University
af Pennsylvania Muse-
um$ Egyptian & Medit-
errancan Section, which
benefited in its formative
years from financial
contributions to the
excavations by William
Flinders Petrie (left) on
behalf of the Egypt Ex-
ploration Society, there-
by ensuring that objects
from his discoveries
entered the Muscums
Egyptian collection.

duction to Searching for Ancient Egypt
— catalogue for the Museum’ recent
(1998-2000) traveling exhibition of
Egyptian objects —: “During the fifteen
years of her tenure, she set the course
that the University of Pennsylvania Mu-
seum in general and the Egyptian Sec-
tion in particular would follow over
much of the next century. Her goal was
to build quickly a substantial Egyptian
collection for the use of scholars, educa-
tors, and students which could also serve
‘the pmph' at large who can enjoy at
home some of the benefits derived from
travel.”™
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Soon after its inception, the University Mu-
seurn Egyptian Section began conducting 115
owil excavations in EZypl One of its most
significant early finds was a cerentontal
palace at Memphis belonging to Rameses 115
SUCCESSON ML'HJ.',H:{II Above, Two views o]
the 1915 excdvations. The Museum was
awarded with numerous monumental sec-
tions of the structure, ind luding the limestone
window at right, whit h measures 128 x 19
cm

( the time the Egyptian gov-

ernment had for several years

been relinquishing a portion
of excavated artifacts to foreign expe-
ditions working there, and Stevenson
strongly endorsed that philosophy: She
felt that such a generous arrangement
would be a very appropriate way 1o
add artifacts:to “her” core collection,
as it would ensure the authenticity of
objects with established provenances.
Thus, with almost supernatural energy
and dedication, Stevenson helped or-
ganize archaeological expeditions
funded by the Museum itself or by its
affiliated group, the American Explor-
ation Society: She also purchased high-
quality artifacts from other institu-
tions digging in Egypt; and she finan-
cially supported the excavations of the
British-based Egypt Exploration So-
ciety conducted by William Flinders
Petrie, thus ensuring that selections
from his discoveries would find their
way into the Museum collection. She
additionally engaged several scholars
to act as her agents in Egypt.

The first Penn-excavated

Egyptian objects to arrive in Phila-




Left, Door jamb from the University Muscum-excavat=
ed Palace of Memneptah at Memphis, with a sunh-relief
depiction of the king ritually smitting Egypts foreign
enemies, Above & below, Details of reliefs on other
portions of the palace in the Museums collection.




delphia in 1898 were lorty-two boxes
{rom Dendera, containing reliefs from
the Old Kingdom, First Intermediate
Period and early New Kingdom tombs
of officials in that area. These showed
that there was armed conflict between
the north and south in Egypt at an
earlier time than scholars previously
had believed.

Stevenson campaigned hard
to find an appropriate exhibition
space for the expanding Penn collec-
tion, which had already outgrown its
temporary home in College Hall. By
1895 a site had been selected for a
huge structure, not unlike in appear-
ance the Victoria and Albert Museum
in London, to be called the Free Mu-
seum of Science and Art. It took an-
other year of fundraising before con-
struction could begin, with the first
building phase being completed in
1899, But because almost three-quar-
ters of the budget had been used up,
the final structure had to be scaled
back to about one-fourth of the origi-
nal overly ambitious plan. In 1913 its
name was changed to the University
Museum; during the 1990s it was
changed again to the tongue-twister it
is today,

n addition to Sara Yorke Stevenson.

the Penn Egyptian collection had

another guardian angel in the per-
son of Eckley Brinton Coxe, who con-
tributed a good portion of the Muse-
ums budget during its first decade.
His financial generosity allowed the
University of Pennsylvania to carry
out many archaeological excavations
in Egypt during the early part of the
Twentieth Century: at Dendera, as
mentioned: at the sacred site of Aby-
dos (where Penn, Yale and the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts at New York Univer-
sity still share a joint concession to-
day); on the Giza Plateau (which fora
time was another joint Penn/Yale dig):
at Memphis, Meidum and Dra Abu el
Naga (Luxor), as well as in Nubia:
Shablul, Areika, Karanog, Aniba and
Buhen. The endowment Coxe be-
queathed the Egyptian collection has
ensured that the study of Egypology
will continue at the University of

Excavated at Sakkara in
1903, the 5th Dyn.Tomb
Chapel of Kaipura was
exhibited at the Louisi-
ana Purchase Exhibition
in St. Louds the following
year; d portion of which
was purchased for 52,000
by John Wanamaker, who
then presented it to the
University Museum,
Above, The chapel’s false

door: Right, Raised-relief

detail of a butchering
scene:




Twa objects presented to the Museum by Wm. Elinders Petrie:
Left, Painted ceramic jar of mid-Naqada 11 date, found at Hi; &
Below. Painted ceramic jar of same period, found at Ballas

Left, Hall-life-size painted sandstone head of
a male with Nubian [eatures, excavated from
the 19th Dyn. Tomb of Nakhtmin (TT282) al
Dra Abu el Naga (Luxor) in 1921 by a Mu-
seum expedition. Opposite, Small limestone
Hathor capital, probably 18th Dyn. from
Deir el Bahari, presented to the Museum by
the Egypt Exploration Fund (1903-1907)

Pennsylvania for a long time to come.

In addition to ongoing exca-
vations at Abydos (the Middle King-
dom cemetery area) and Dra Abu el
Naga. the Museum has been been ex-
cavating in an area behind the Step
Pvramid at Sakkara since 1990. “The
tombs that we are working on, near the
Dynasty Six Pyramid of Teti,” said Sil
verman, “are actually those of early
Middle J‘\HE}_:J:'H] 1'Jf.r| ials who were
high-ranking priests in the funerary ult
of an earlier pharaoh, as w ell as the

reigning one
“The Metropolitan probably

houses the largest Egyptian collection in
the United States, with every period of
ancient Egyptian history representee,”
said Silverman. “The Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston has perhaps better Old
Kingdom material and is fairly we Il rep-







Musewm purchases include (1926) a life-size
red-granite head of Thutmose I11; sald to be
from Karnak (nose restored) & (1925)

Late Period bronze cat with gilding, af un-
Jenown provenance.

resentative; Brooklyn,” he continue

“would probably come third, with a real-

ly great collection of artijacts — real
jewels, but not necessarily full historical
coverage. Then the Cleveland Museum
of Art. We come in as having the largest
amount ccavated material, W i
extremely important because most of our
pieces came from excavations and not
Pl[]'lihit.\l‘. Since the late 19¢

however:. our finds are being left in




Egypt, which is how it should be. Egypt
is trying to beef up its local museums —
Aswan. which is one of the most beauti-
ful musewms the world, Elephantine
Island, Giza, Luxor....

“So, not to digress further, we
don't have the kind of aesthetic quality
that you find in the other four institu-
tions I mentioned, although we do have
some beautiful pieces. We've not been
the beneficiary of large collections of
artifacts, although we receiy ed as a gift
from John Wanamaker the Old Kingdom
Tomb of Kaipura from Sakkara. It was
on display at the Louisiana Pur hase
Exposition in St. Louis in 1904, and for
the relatively modest sum of $2,000 he
was able to purchase one room of the
above-ground chapel of this late Fifth
Dynasty treasurer to the king. In 1953
Helena Rubenstein, who was a big col-
lector; gave us, among other objects, a
gold mummy mask from the Ptolemaic
or Roman periods.”

Penn’s Egyptian collection
displays a fairly good chronological
deyelopment, if not the highest artis-
tic quality. That is because prolessors
at the University were among the first
archaeologists to do urban archaeolo-
gy. “You don't get many beautiful arti-
facts from urhan excavations, " Silver-
man explained. "You dig up the spe-
cial things at burial sites.”

But the University Museums
urban excavations produced a truly
unique find — in fact, there is noth-
ing like it in any other museum in the
world —, part of the royal palace ol
New Kingdom pharach Merneptah,

Clarence Fisher at Memphis in 1915
This royal dwelling was not decorated
with all the finesse found in a great
temple, but it is hiStoric ally important,
nonetheless, and the Museum’s mis-

Top left, 26th Dyn. limestone statue of afe
male \-_':I:[-n-'-cl" ity of unknown provendance
pur.]m_x['.f by the Museum in 1957, Left, Late
Period faience plaque depicting the god Bes
puri hased in 1926 (unknown provenance
Top right, 18th Dyn painted-limestone stat
wette of Hednaltht presenting a stela, on per-
manent loan to the Museum (provenance un
known). Right, Bronze statuette of King Ne-
cho IT (26th Dyn.), gifted to the Museum n
1914 (provenance unhnown)

B

successor of Rameses L, discovered by




In 1953 cosmetics mogal Helena Rubenstein
donated to the Museum a Ptolemaic or Ro-
man period gilded-cartonnage Junerary
mask (left), its provenance unknown. In
1924 the Museum purchased a 21st or 22nd
Dyn. painte {'lirmriI'Ic!_x_:l'-nn—\\':lmf mummy
case of Nebnetcheru (below).

ﬁ-‘"’bl‘f

sion is education first and foremost.
In fact. the sites which Penn archaeol-
ogists have dug at have been carefully
ed to further a better under-

standing of ancient Egyptian culture.
The Museum’s curators hs always
functioned in a tripartite arrangment.
as professors and curators, but also as

field archaeologists




he Egyptian collection of the

University Museum of Archae-

ology and Anthropology num-
bers some 40,000 ohjects, only 800 of
which are actually on display. Over
the years — to give the collection
greater exposure — there haye been
several traveling exhibitions, the most
recent being “Searching for Ancient
Egypt,” which had venues in Dallas,

Another Museum purchase (1926), the lime-
stone fragment from a 30th Dynasty tamb
door-jumb, provenance unknown.

Denver. Seattle, Omaha, Birmingham

and Honolulu. Earlier traveling exhib-
its were “Ancient Nubia: Egypts Rival
in Africa” (1994-1996): “The Artifacts
of Ancient Egypt” (1985-1986), which
went to Taiwan; “The Egyptian Mum-
my: Secrets and Science” (1983-1985);
and “Archaeological Treasures of An-

E— ]

cient Egypt” (1983-1984).

And the Museum has fre-
quently lent objects from its collection
to large independent exhibitions, such
as the recent “I Faroni,” held at Palaz-
z0 Grassi in Venice (see Kmt, 13:4,
winter 2002-2003). “We have also re-
cently lent objects to the South Florida
State Museum in West Palm Beach,”
said Silverman, “and to the African-Am-
erican Museum here in Philadelphia.
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Another gift to the
Museum (1914) is
this Late Period
acgis made of
bron=¢ with glass
inlays. Its prove-
nance is unknown

We are now working on a loan to the
Met. which will be having an exhibition
of ancient Egyptian bronzes. Then the
Met and two other institutions aré put-
ting together an exhibition on Queen
Hatshepsut, to whic o we are loaning med-
terials. Temporary exhibitions are rarely
displayed here because we have no tem-
porary exhibition spacc. Sadly Philadel-
phians don't get to see the wonderful
traveling exhibits we do, unless they
travel, too."

ust as in the 1890s; when Mrs.

Stevenson'’s “collection” had out-

grown its first home in College
Hall, plans have been drawn up for a
complete reinstallation of Penn's Egyp-
tian objects, along the lines of the
recent reinstallations ol the Museum’s
Greek, Etruscan and Roman collec-
tions. The next step is raising the
funds to make this happen. Although
their presentation will change dramat-
Kmt 46

ically with the new reinstallation —
Merneptah palace ele-

ments and Wanamaker’s toml
er highlights of the Museums
Egyptian holdings include:

-ton granite sphinx of Ram-
1. while not in the best of
condition, is the largest sphinx out=
side of Egypt.

“black bronze” kneeling
obably depicting King Tut-
which still has some of its
original gold i
1924, part of a lar

nlays. Purchased in
ger composition, 1t
is (along with pieces of the
palace) currently in Paris, where a
smaller version of the I Faroni”
bition is scheduled to open at the In-
stitute du Monde Arabe

+ A four-sided free-standing stela from
Middle Kingdom. excavated by
Petrie at Abydos, is unusual inasmuch
la is usually thought of as be-
2 niche. In this case, howev-

er, the “stela” of the royal-purification
priest Sasopedu-Lienhab is not only
inscribed on all four side, but the top.
as well. There are only seventeen such
objects in existence.

« A headless statue of a man named
Korax. “He” had originally been
thought to be the goddess Hathor,

because of the rather prominent
breasts; but in-depth research revealed

that the statue was neither a goddess
nor a woman, but an impnrmnl |11"1c:§l
in Ptolemaic times, and was one of a

series of such male figures with pro-

nounced breasts
- The very oldest example of political

propoganda: a door socket from Hie-

rakonpolis dating to around 3100 BC,
depicting a prisoner lying flat on the

ground with his arms bound behind

him at the elbows. The socket is in
the figure’s back so that he is magical-
ly subjected to unending agony and
humiliation.

1 the near future David Silverman

and his Museum colleagues will be

devoting a good deal of time to
raising funds for the Egyptian collec-
ton's reinstallation. “Its hard to fnow,”
he said, “when our reinstallment will be
completed, because a new directon of the
whole University Museum takes office
on July 1. Once the Museum’s climate
control system is finished, we can begin
the fund-raising. These plans are really
beautiful and will double our permanent
exhibition space. Come and see it when
we're finished.”

(The University of Pennsylvania Mu-
seum of Archaeology and Anthropol-
ogy is located at 3260 South Street in
Philadelphia. Hours are 10:00 AM to
430 PM Tuesday-Saturday, and 1:00
to 5:00 PM Sunday. Closed Monday;
holidays and summer Sundays from
Memorial Day through Labor Day. En-
trance fee is $8.00 adults, £5.00 stu-
dents and seniors. For more informa-
rion. call 215-898-4000, or see WWW.

museum.upenn.edu)

\bhout the Author Lucy Gordan-Rastelli is
an American translator and journalist liv-
ing in Rome. She contributed the summer
9004 article on the Egyptian collection of
the Museo Archaeologico, Florence



One of the University Mu-

seums signature pleces 1s

this painted-limestone bust

from a Rameses 11 osiride

figure. It comes from Abydos.
Photo: KmiForbes






