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Tn hr '  inrroducrion to Michael
lolmefl \ r//, .trtnl rrtixl
Rook of gook., (t992). Chti*o-
phcr dc Hamel poinis outi "Unti1
lhc l2rh ccnlury, mosr books in
nredievrl Europe were 

'nade 
in

or dircct ly for monasler ies or
orher (lhnrch foundarions. Books
were the inrponant pan oi  lhe
cqtr ipnronr oi  a monast€ry. and
monks would go to grcal€lfon k)
keep lheir rcicrcnce and Iilur€i
ual collectnns comprchcnsive.'

Hamel goes on k) say: From
about 1150.. .  professional sccu-
lar scribes and illuminaton stan-
ed to take over the book busi-
ncss.' which meant that books
w€r€ no longer rhe iool ienable
prop€rty of religious houses but
were also bought by privaE indi-
viduals."

T(xlay. books h.rvc prolite.at-
cd unlil they have bccomc onc of
thc nx)rt charucreri(ic hunran ar-
tiiacls on e.rrth. And so, in 1995.
al the insrigation of Spain. UN-
ESCO (the United Nations Cul-
tural and S€ientific Organization)
€stabl ished World Book and
Copyrieht Day. cel€brated annu-
.r l ly ever since on Apri l  23 in
mor€ ihan 100 UN-member

Since 2001, UNESCO has
voted a World Book Capital City
each yea. After Madrid came
Alexandria in Egypl. New Delhi,
Anrwerp, Montreal. Turin. Bogo-
ta, and Amsterdam. Beirut is
World Book Capital City for
2009.

With Spain being the "mover
and shaker" behind these lirerary
jnitiatives, it s not surprising that
the mon unique day of the year
for a bibliophife to be in Spain, but especially in Barcelona, is local bookseller. Vincent Cla|.al, ir meryerl w;rh 

"/ 
./h ./?/ /lbrc

April23, La Diada de SaDl"/,z//- th€ Day ofSt. George and or "th€ day of the book ro mark the nearly sirnultaneous deaths
the tradirionally,accepted date of his d€ath in 303 A.D. Cer- of Miguel de Cervrnt€s and william Shakespeare on April 23.
rair'ly many of lNide lte l/ur'.d, s subscribers know that St. 1616. (The same day was also Shakespeare s bidhday 52 yea.s
ceorge is the patron saint ofEngland, but some may noi know earli€r)
ihat he is also patron ofcatalonia, Portugal. Cermany, Georgia, Since 1997. 'A rose for love and a book forever" has been
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Bookslalls line La Ramblas,lhe mai. boulevard ot Barcelo.ab
'old" cilv. on Wo d Sook Oav

Top: Th€ only *ulplu.e ol Sl Geo€e in Vatican C iy is on oBpray m
the Bo.gia Apanmenls, rowlhe Museums modern prctue qalery

Bulgaria,  Serbia. Bosnia and
Herz€govina. and Maccdonia,
and thai his symbolic Creek'slyle
cross is venerated across Europe.

In vaiican Ciry. rhe Sacrcd
Mil i tary Constant inian Order of
St. Ceorge is one of the most an'
cienr Roman Cfltholic orders of
knighlhood. I i  sr i l l€xisrs in many
coontries woddwide loday. Since
rhe l2th cenlury. this Order has
played rn i rnponnnt rcle in dc
fending and propagnling the
Roman Calhol ic f  i th.  Over the
centuries, many Pop€s hale been
among ils memb€rs, For more in-
formarion on this Holy See con
nect ion lo St.  George, go lo
rtt ut. o n i /ax tnt i.ttt o ftl? m/.i/fl ? -
ar3eary t() Ieam more about lhe
Order ' i  h is lory,  organizalbn.
leaders. spirilurlity and its Amer
ican delegatr . ll s the primary
duty ol its mcmbers. whoJorn by
inviratr)n only.  lo l ive ar l rue.
eremplory Chrisiians. rnd 10 ded'
icate rhemsclves b lny aclivity or
endeavor lhar losiers lhe grcwth
of rel ig ious pr incipl€s rmons
mankind. cooperating in €very
manner with $e praclice of lhe
Chriilian w{y of lile. The Order
celebrates September l,{ (The
Triumph of rhe Cross) and. natu-
rally, April 23. as its ieast dayi.

I".t Diudt l" Sut Jonll is a
major celebral ion in Barcebna
- the city s alt€rnative to St.
Valentine s Day. M€n give thejr
it.t|or.tklr (sw eetheatt:) toses
and the womcn reciprocate wilh...

Obse|ved since medieval
limes as thc Rose Fenival. th€
lovefs./at, became even more
poetic in 1923 when. thanks |o a
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its official slogan. Approximately 4.000,00O
roses and :100.000 books are sold on l.?
Dlada ./e Sanl Joftli - rhafs 50 percent of
annual sales in Catatonia. The approximat€-
ly 6 million Catalans read more books than
other Spaniards. ironically the least bookish
Europeans.

Bookslalls run the length of the tree'
kiosk-. mime- and acroba.t'lined Ll nan'
b/.tr. rhe "old" city's main boulevard and
according to author Garcfa Lorca. the only
street in th€ world which I wish would never
end." They also app€ar overnrght rn spa-
cious Plqu ./( Sttt J. tt'L, originally the sit€ of Barc€lona s

Roman forum and marketplace and since medieval times the

Cathedrul Square. on what is in fact an official workday. near'

Iy all of Bar€ebna seems to take to the streets to browse

through bn)ks and chat with their favorite authors. who are all

too happy 1o sign th€ir newest volum€s.
ln Barceto$a. Sanl Jordi is everywhere The Ceneralital,

Catalonia s seat of government Open to the public only on

April 23), disptays no fewer than 17 repGientations of Sant

Jordi in bronze. iilver. wood. bas-reliel oil painting and a lap-

estryi one is in the center of its main fafade Sculptures by an-

nouv€au master Eusebio Amau show the gallant knight piking

the dt^a\n on Palo l? /.! Miti.tt &ttahot.!, rhe OttTt Att ttler

and caft Elt Qtutre C.tt.t (the site fbr Picas-
so s first public exhibilion in 1899) Eccen-
tric native-son archilect and mystic Antoni
C^rdi's Ca.trt aalll/i has the crois of Sant
Jordi implanted in ils scaly rool which repre'
sents the dragon, Barcelona's mascot.

One of fie mosl v€nerated of all hislorical
figures. Sant Jordi is g€nerally idenlified as a
Paleslinian soldier in the Roman army who was
manyred for adhering to his Christian failh in
the early 300s during the persecution of DkL
clerian. Hijt cull flourish€d not only in lhe Mid'
dle Easl, bul also in England during th€ Cru'
sades, probably because lhe \'ery Crusad€rs
broughl it back with th€m from Palestine ln
| 26,1 or lhereabouts. Italian writer Jacobus de
Voragin€ lunher sprcad the Sanl Jordi rlory in his biographical

histories of the saints. the lle lla Sanctolun (Iegend of the

-tr;r'. also known as The Golden l4enA.Thanks to the leg-

end of George and the dragon. he became the patron ofhorses'

cavalry, equestrians. knighls, archers. and amorers- He is also

InvoteJ again\t rhe plague lepro') and 'yphihs
Probably becaus€ his feast day is in APri l .  the name

George is universally connected with springtime, agricul_

rur€ and the greening of the fields. Hence h€'s also the pa-

tron saint of farmers, and many Sant Jordi's Day roses come

A.\loni Gatdis Casa Eatuihas tho cross ol sant
Jordiimplantod in ils scaly rool whch r€prcserb
$e drago., aan€ ona s mascol
Boilon:Thls Vatican stamp wa
Toolh an.iversary oi Sl. Geoqe5 dea$ in 2003

wiih a spike of wheat to augur a rich bar-

But why books? Ifcervantes and Shake-
speare arcn't €nough reason. thefe s much
morei According to the RMC \rhe Catd'
/og|? ol Ro..,h Prnil?d h the Xvth Cenlun
Nou tit lhe Rrilish Mr't.uttt). the first books
were printed in Spain by itin€rant Germans
in Barcebna. They w€re Aristotle s Ethba
a./ Nicona.hmL typographer Henricus
Botel's contract dared January 5. 1473' and
Niccold Perctti'r Ru.line,tx Gnnml.trei.
typograpber Johann€s di Salzburga. a vol-

ume dated December 12. 1475
This later volume had first been published in Rom€ two

years earlier. on March 19. by Pannartz and Sweynhcim, alv)

itinerant German printers, who printed the fi|st book ever in

haly at the Benedictin€ monast€rv of Subilco in l'165 and

then th€ first book ever in Rome in 1470 in (heir workshop in

$e Palazzo Massimi. Rttltin?ttkI Cr.l,na/i ?r wls one of

the first modern Latin school Srammars. Described by Eras-

mus as "accurate. yet not pedantic," it became a b€stseller

overnighl,  going through l l7 pr inl ings and sel l ing 59'000

copies in haly, Spain, Germ,$y, France. and the Low Coun-

tr ies by the end of lhe cenlury. I ts aubgraph manuscript '
completed in 1468 is preserved in lhe Vatican Li_

brary.
Beside. R .Linott t Gmmn i(a!, Perolri ( 1429-

1480) wrote another bests€ller about Mantal:

Ct,rru C()pitt.-pan cofimentary' pan dictionary.
printed poslhumously in 1489 and d€dicated to the

wanior-book €ollector Duke Federico of Monte-

fellro. As a young man in trgT P€rotti becam€

the secretary to fte humanist bookhunter Cardinal

Basilius Bessarion and published his biography

in l4?2. A bookhunter himsell together with lh€

Florenrine booksel ler v"\pr\ iano da Bi5l icci .

Perolli colle€ted books for the papal library' now

the Vadcan Library, founded in 1475 A collec-
(ion of fabtes by lhe Grc€k poet Phaedrus' not

known from any olher source war discovered
by Perofi in amanuscript now lost. Perolti's lranscnp-

tion is preserved in the Vatican Library and is known as "PeroG

ti's App€ndix."
To return to garcelona. in 1490 the Val€ncian Joanot Mar-

rorcll puibl\shed nrunl I! r/arc there. It's a bawdv eprc narra-

rive considered to be lhe first true European novel and d€-

scribed by Cervantes as "the best book in the world "

Today Barcelona. though slill a predominantlv Catalan-

sp€aking city. is the Publishing capital ofthe Spanish speaking

world. as well as the planet's fourth'ranked book producer

overall. O
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