


no other collection in th€ world is
housed in a comparable edifice - borh
for its history and irs maAnificence
Founded in 1893 by the distinguished
erhnographer and philologrst lose Leire
de vascone(elos (1858-1941),  s ince
1903 the Museu Nacional de Arqueolc
gia has been located in the w€st wing ot
rheJerdnimos Monastery in Lisbons
park-{iued watertront Bel€m district,
;tong the Tagus River. Leite d€ vascon'
ecelos was th€ first o[its up-to'now
seven directors. not retiring until 1929.
In addition to the Egyptian collection
the Museum counts a total ofsome
40,000 objecls, in collections devoted
to the stone, Bronze and lron ages, an-
ci€nt Rome. the Visiqoths, Arabs and
Middle Ases. Unlik; lhe EgFtian col-
lection, most otrhe adfacts in the olh'
er colleciions were actually found on
Portuguese soil.

\ |J11, I \ r t la)  r  , r , , ,  r r r i l , ,  t r ! t1,rr f

, , i  r  r rn, t r ,  1) , r , r , r t , '

i r l l , r l r r r t r , . l r r , ,  ,  , r , r  1,Jtr , , {  r ' , t r r \ .

! , / r r r , r , ,Nr 1 1,r , r  ,

proximately one-thid ot the popula
iion (sone 100,000 people) killed by
the Great Earthquake (measuring
around 9 on rhe Richrer scale) and th€
subsequent tires and a lsundmi on the
morning ot November t ,  1755, (he
Monastery surr'iv€d withoul too much
damage. However, when rhe building
became vacant in 1833 because ol the
abolirion otr€ligious orders in Po -
gal, it began to d€leriorale and almost
collaDsed, until il was restored as home
!o th; Mantime and Archaeology M se'
ums. The Museu de ArqueoLogia was
for several centuries rhe dormitory ot
the monks and todaY is most lamous
for its metalwork dating to th€ Bronze
and lron ages, which is the specialty of
Dr. Luis Raposo, direcro. since 1995

ince 1993 - when it was mod-
€rnized - the Egyptian collec-
rion has been housed in a small

t .

the nearby Torre de Bel€m - as a
World HeriuEe Site, theJeronimos
Monast€ry wts built on rhe sile ofthe
Ermida do Restelo, a hermitage tounded
by Henry th€ NaviSator around 1450. h
was her€ that in. l'+97. Vas€o da Gama
(1469-1524) and his crew of 170 men
spenr rhe nrght rn Pray€r betore their
departure lor India and her€ lhal the

Srea! explorer is buried.
sbned in 1502 on the orders

of Kinq Manuel I  (1515-1520).  to com-
memoiak da Gamas suc€essful reiurn
in 1499 (but with only 55 ot his 170
men) and to be the burial place of lhe
Portuguese royal farnrly, rhe exrtting
slrucrure 500n became lhe house ol
prayer for all sailors leaving and relurn-
inq to Lisbon. Over the centuries, be-
sides da Gama and s€veral membels ot
the Porlugues€ royal family, th€ great
poet and record€r ofPortuguese expLo-
iarions Luls de Camoes (1527-1570);
lhe po€l and plalsrighr Almerda Gar
reu (I7gq-1854):  sr i ler h 'stor ian Al-
exandre Herculano (1810-1877): Pres'
id€ni T€6tilo Braga (1843-1924)i Presi-
dent dscar Carmona (1869-1951)l and
poet and wriler Fernando Pessoa
41888'1935) have been buried heie

Funded by a five-Percent tax
on eastern spices. the monaslery's con'
struction in Manueline sryle look titty
years. Two centuri€s later, akhough
most of Lisbon was deslroyed and ap-
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ne of Lisbon's most Promin€nt
monuments and in 1983 classi'
fied by the UNESCO - with

windowless ground-floor ar€a divided
inro what one could d€scribe as three
cramped rooms and a corridor' The 309
arrifacts on perman€nt display are or'
sanized borh chrcnologically and rh€-
;aricallv in fourteen sections: sculp-
rur€, daily lif€ and ihe Afierlife, in
srate-ohhe-art display cases. but with
explanations only in Ponuguese The
day I visired, Dr Raposo was ill, but I
w;s mosr forlunate that Professor Luls
Manuel de Ataujo, a consultant to the
Museu Nacionalde Arqueologia and
Portugals most distinguished EgyPlolo'
qist - who had shown me around lhe
6ulbenkian! Eevprran tol lecrron (sec

Knr l9:a) -  w;s wrlhng ro fr l l  in tor

'fhe ,orc of thc rcll?ttton h t
dt MNA," de Arar.jLjo told me, "is dDoui
200 artiJaets acquircdby Frcnch'bom
Princess A']/'tlic 0865'1951), the lost
rci4nngque?n ol Pottu$ol durinx.a . .
Mc.lit."n anean pleasurc cruit( - hightr
crtnzedIor s llxurt - vthich in'
cludtd tev?nl stops to EyJpL. in 1903
\Nhilc in Cairc she and hcr two sons ,cre
the suefl\ of Khe4iw Abbd5 Hilnr II, Ehu
prc;encdherenh a Silt oJEgyPtian an'
rqmtrc\ lor the htng oJ PorruSdl\ prildr€

On May 22, 1886, sotcspoken'
sociallv-aclive and artistic, Amalie mar'
ried Piince Carlos of Ponugal (1863-
1908), who became King Carlos I on
ocrober 19, 1889, but who was assassi
nat€d along with his heir, Prince Dom
Luis, by m€mbers ofhis bodyguard on
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j ) .  T i r .11 {r .  r"r f l .urkrr iorr  r ' . r  f \  ldf  l r 's
l,c.r,/.Jdr rl. rl'( l,ld.. usckh .i i ,,/
l ) r . r ( rL1\  Tir is Dun r ! . rs t r r t . r iDl l  l l .  L i l '

N Ddrt rJ tt hnl L,gr,r v.rrur "

A A lrlishly drtorarccl anthro-
ponrorphic col l in ot .  pr iesr ol  N1in.  Pr-
basr. nradc ot wood. $itlr a covcrnrs ol
paurted and vamished plasrtr, lronr
,{khDrin, darnrg to lhc Plolenrarc Ptr'
iodia don rdr ol  tht  DLrke ol  P. lncla
''P.rJ,dsd nds d scnuri. irid de Arai'io,
' ' t , t r r  i \  tn{  .qol . l , f \ \ (  r '  11.  r .1r  or  l i ' .
.o/I,r slo,r\ dnh rll. r.,n,. ,t rl. dc( (r's

rdt  IJr . r t  drr  D t i t l fs  or  D.rr iorrr  d dn\
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Inside its uppcr and l(nler parls, it con-
rains a munmil led bod\r  one ol  the
three belongrng to rhc MNA col lcc
oon, j  covered b) r  hncn {dr l , iurr  The
inrcrhr ol rhe co[[in i! also covcrcd in
l incn, but is wirhout an) dc.oralnrn or
inscriptrcn "T,r. /i,.. or rl..ttir. er
plains rhe MLrseums $.bsrt t .  ' ! i l f t  r l f l l
durLr.d l.dtUa\ .rId dn fV'issi!. g.u{.
is sur,ou,r.i(.1t! .1 i!ig wirl fd,.rlll]l
sr, ir'.s_[.rllng o!f, rirr .,r.n, 1!iri.l ,tsrs
on d 1.,,.q. /lo,.rl nc.ll.r.. ,irl 5fv{tdl
r r rDs. fd inr .d l ' , r l  s .v{ ]  r r  l  l , ro l  i r .s,  n i l l r
spf . i . r l  n/ckrr . .  ro r l .  ld l i r r r r l  l , ts .n( .
ofsr ]L: fd l , ) r r \  ,4d$.rs l t  t .drs rrn Osi '
i{ llo(rr{.. r,.ritr1(d Dk.,r Otr r,r.lrr.rd. In'
rc,  r  r f r i , r !  rJr .  n '  i r . l . l . . r ) f t r t iotr .  I l r r {  is
. r  ( . r r lor . l .  / . (o ' . rk. l  r ! i l l  d t . r (  r ( .1 0. ._
r l ( .  $f i i i i r  t rs, i . r  r l ro\oIr  , i is , rs.  Tlr

t ' r ( , fxs(, .usf  , t  r l .Dx\  o r f i  .  
' l l ' r , . '  

io!
. ,  i l lg. / i1r . i ( \  i ls . l / i l l  n\ . r . r lk .q i \ r . r r  d
trrl'rlol,,Skul r Jrdrlii k ri s.lt.lldkll l,v rr

/ r  i r ! r . /  e)r . l l l  (o l ( , f ,1 nl  r . r r rg l (s . , rd r fg-
f rd l . l ( i r . r rs.  I l . lotro , r . r l f  f , t  wr ls i r
l ( , rg Jr(  k,r lvrr , r i .  I ( \ r  ( r l rd{  r .d / ,oDr lJr .
Inr) l (  o l  (h(  Dcrd,  r ! r r l  / l ' r i t  f .11i( . r l (o
iu l t rs,) l l  f . r (  l r  s i , i . .  !  J ' . l l . r l f . l  / r , t '  . . ' .1 '
or l , . r  l , !  l , ld(Jr  l i " f \ .  J l . l ' l l r l '  i \  i l  is-
l rdrr l  i ,v , r  vf , r (d l  , r i . ,o{ l l f l r i i  ins,r iP-
ol , r  , , r i i r r . r l  ,n tJr f . l l ,nrr  r i l l , l l  d jc(1.
1!Jro\ .  t , )p. t r ls  in.r  hrDr"r i i .J  . l l r j 'Jr

A , \norh(r  . l r tbdrurc\  dcco-
r i l .d x throlsnt , r thrc ctrr lonDxgt (ol_

l in l 'o l  rhc I r i r \ r  l  ic(r ,  o l  uDkno\tn

frovcnxD(c Ac(ording ro df   ra! ' io\
furr loAuc. i l  dulcs lo lht  I -x l .  I )cr i (x i .
lhc lw(Dr!  sc\(nlh lo lh i r l ic lh dynr!
r . \ ,  $hi l0 an xrr ic lc b\ ' ] \ l tnro I  iguf i -
rc i lo -  l  h{  L isMn Murnn\ I rR,tc(rr
I hc rnrpll)) nrclr ol non{k'srn'crivc
nrcrhods rn nrLrnrnr)  srudi(s l ron rht
Muscum\ w.bsrrc -  d i lcs 1l  lo lhc
Thi tu l  lDrcnncdiNrc P( rn)d (1070-712

B( ) ,  in( l  prdbably ro rhc Twcnry-scc'
ond l )ynrsrr  (q48 7+l  R( ) .

Thc cloecastd rv l rh in can bt
idcnt i l icd,  lhrnks ro rn insfr ip lnnr
' rd i r t (11 w, rkdl l t  . r l i , r r  r I f  / rotrr  d t I f
.d/ill. lrfr'.fr r,r. kg\ " I'iguciredo -
an rnrhropologisr rn(l PhD candnlale al
Univ.rsr t .y (ol lcge Lon( lon goc! on
ro givc rhe lo l lowiDg l tngrh)-  dcscnP-
rion of thr objefr: Lrr lf.r.l d rlc dr
rlropoki.,r/in w..irs.r 1.,,s. blr.,? !ir,

r ,1 l l l r ' rg rh.  / { . f  wir i . l  i r  td iDr.d , td
b,ow,r  dnd on.. , 'o,r  i '  ld ls{ ' , r .dtr l  ( t 'o 'v

l,,n) A l.rB. /lo,dl J'f.kt.rl is .irfi.r..l
otr  rh. . l r r \ t ,nd sndxl /os.  Thc bod\ oJ
l l . .or i r  is  .dr f r .d $i l f i  ,atr ts.rr t . r l i , rs
.r_[/Lllr.rd'! dfirirs dr,?ngl:d hor i.onldll]

.ur lJrdir l .d on d rr l l ' t f  bd. l 'J l . t t r {1.  Tl ' .
!rrr,rlJ Irdrrion sjrc$s rr sl}li:fd t11,11.n'
rdr i .n , ,  t l .  Cls i r is  wrr . tu.r , : t . r l . l l r rJ i^
\ l i |Didu,rrr l  r r . r  1r i t rgf . l  nt . r ,  d in.

.knflr.d ])r alo kichu(i fhDr.s On,,i,r
s idcs ry ' rhc sanrnrrrr  nrc t r f r .scnr.d rn
rr lo, .g isr . fs.  lhc. l f  i i i f  s  r .sPonsibh/dt
t,rc pr.t..tiorr it rhc todt iu.i ils irrlfrr.rl
orydns. ln rhr rpp.r  

' (g isr . r  
lo rh. l4r

dr"  lsrs dtr . lS. l r l . l .  d d or t l f  opposik
si . l . .  Nf f l l i r rs ar i l  N.r l f i  Ihot , r  rs ,cprt
s. t r l .d in r l .  sc.ond , tgrs l . r  o r I .  l i l .

Idllol!.,1D]' lfis.li dnrl Dti.r,'Ltl.J. nr.i
oppos'r{. Ho,rr, l!j]o i\ ttlov.d,rv Ht'pl
dnd Q.b.hscru./. Tjri! dlltrr. ro1!dt.ls
thf vor.lr{.ln in rrilordliirr

' 'Lr  r l r  D, i . l ( l l r . t  r l , r . . t ] in 
'5. 'Lrryf  r { t t rnr l . r l ior  , t  d f . r i .dr  I ' i t l  or i l -

n,r l ( l .d ! ! ings I j r f  r f r l i . . r l  Ins(r i I t i . r l
r l r . r r  sr , i l ( , r .s t . r r  r l ' i \  i r ) i , r l  dolvr  l ,1 l l .
.,n? l)frilf.n Il,. f..r ,t r,,( ,,,itrn i5 i,,'
,ornd.l {,n .irn.r snl{ lJ! LI,(. r'rn!../

/ igrrrs d/  lsrs d ' r l  N. , r rJrrs,  / i 'sr  i , ,  l r r rnrrrn
. l t rdrhfn i r  l , r t l lo, t r ,  I i r f  i ' , , r  Jdl i  d/
Lrf  .ot l in B,rs. l , , r ( ( l  l , t  d,1{)( 'J f t r  todr l
n i rJr  o rr . r i r l . { l  f t l t ,1r{rrr . i r i , r r  ( t  l l ' r  APis
, ' r l l i r  i rs ( fntk. .  .  Lr . l , . r l rd/ lhf(o/ / in
i \  . r l ' ro\r  . r r in l  dr . r rd ia d l ( r , :q.  ( l icd

t ' i l ld,  p i r i l l r l t l  on. [ r I i r .  l ' . r (  l r . r ] i , r rn( i . r rn
sfl11rolltrr.rl rf (r fo'lior ,)/ lJr{ l',th ,t
Osir ' \  In.  i r i (  r i )ghiJ,r i ,  i r rnrr inn,r  k l { ) r -
r i / i .s  , rDr . r \  ' ( \ i f i r ,  Lo, / , t  Ursir i \ '

( ) rhcr highl iShls o{ lhc MNA
(ol lcct ion t r rc 128 uthtrbl i \ .  l i l ty-s i r  o l
whi fh.rc on dirPl . ) i rhc nrunnnrcs:
thrcc humin ( inclLrding I ' r tbn\ i .  inr
2l  l )  r r rd s i \  l tnrrrrr ls i  xs \ ( l l  as .  \ .1n( l -
s lonc cdnol i .  vcsscl  roDl. 'n lnA org. ' r rc
nra[ . r .  r \ ( rordini ]  to l ' ig l rc i rcdo, lh.
sf(or l  lur . i ,  n t r rDry ( l ' r !  215) is.u
ulnr. ' t rx11 i , rJn i .hdl  r . ( ,  r , r { . r ,  d,1onrrdl{(
Dr.rs i r . r r l  l . r l .s  ro r l r f  l ' l , r l . r r . rn i l ) i , )d.
l r  is  n i l l / r l lv  n, . r l ' l ' . .1 i r  l i , r f , r  , r . r r r l . r ! .s
rr i r l  r r  l t . r inr&l  s j r ) r ) t ! /  d|r , r , rkt l  t ! i lh d
\h,1 hrf  d i  Ds$ i ' r t ( ,  i l ' l i . r  r l , r ( l  n P.
s( l t . r r i , t r rs i ) /  h i \ .  N. l , r r l ! \ . rn. l  r l l ' l iu '
Sons,t  H,)n. \ .  I l r . \ r . , r rd l  t !  i r r , r ,  rn8\
. r , (  r .n/ , , ' r0r , r r fh . ld,rr3. . /  In I i l .  dt t . r  i ,
r , r f  )  igJr \ lorLl0 dr! l / , r1. '

' 'A l r i )d!r , r  rvf  , rdr . , r f r f ,  t i , rk . r
( .1S..r  ,  j , ( . r r !  i ! . . i )  n i ) r  ldf f  lJr .

/ rxr l \ .  i r  is  d le,  t r t , . r l ) l !  . i  Dlrrr ,  dc AL
ruio rold I rx 'dur ing our (our " lV.  ( . 'n

s. .  tnf  f l , r . .  / r ,  i r i \  bfdr!1. '
Ag. in r f (oding lo I : igueln '

dos arr i ( lc .  r l .  {dr , t i .  ! . rs.  ( i r \ r  22J'
222).  ,xr . i .  i ,  l l l l . ls lo l l !  r ! i r i r  I 'd( f \  i t
lld.l fr.r'rrr. .Jdt.s Io lJrf Ldlr Pctir).1 lls
lu,1dr l r fd. lcd l i l  

' f t r .5ort \  
l r r rscr i ,  orr

d r i r .  r . r f  sors . /  H,Jtrs o,g. 'n i .
Dr.rcli.rl ,fd l,lli.h {ftt..', An(t, ptot)a't\

'1rn.r i r \  
o/  inr | | l l . r l  drgdDs, i5 st i l l  p, t -

s.^. i  In r j r .  i , r f r rur  o/  dr f  v.ss. l  '

The aninal mumnies are tour
\orDg crocodiles and rlvo birds O,f
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, ) /  r l i . ,  r r , ) . l i l f \  (MN,,12I l ) ,  1 ' igut ' rc '
do wr i rcs,  sr i l lnd\  so, t r f  r1si , l  rn ' l , r . .q-
r l1r .d l i r rn D.r , r . l . r f . \  i , r l . r ( l .  I t l i l i  l f i .
ot l r f r  l i r , . r  (NINI 212. 2.1.J,  2 i -1)  . r f l (d '
ri) h.!f l..n unltr.r,rrrr,i itr lirr k1.,rl

l'.is! I fir'r.ldlf Io r,rc (;rdf.d_R,)tkor f.'
iod. .  . rn. l , ) ld!  f idr f .otr1( / r ' r r  XoD' o, t r '
to,  d.r i l  . f r rk r  / fz l i . . r l .d lo l i r .  ( r ' . , t l i l .

As for  rhc birds.  I isr t f i rcdo
wrircs:  T,r .  r i r . l  , tur f lDi fs 

' r r . l r r / r  
r r

,'rdppf.l /dl.on (MNA 210), .rn./ I s.dll1l
po'rih.orir (IINA 2.15) rhdr P,1t,.r,h
.ollrd'n5 dn ib's rlrr Ialron tnrnnrt,
$hr.ir ddlfs r.rtfl 11l] Ldt. or Pldl.D/it
P.r io. l  l rds l .x!  fdrr  d i r \  oxi . r  

" ' . r f -
pings an.i s..Drs r{r ndr. b..n Drurrrhiri.ri
in d srdndiDgpds' ln r .  

' r r  
d n.nn.r  

'?
srDl l , l ihg r .p, tsrnl / r idns. t  Horrs dn. j

Kmt A2

dr l f r  , ) i rd, l f i r i {a I | .  f . r r .11 r , t l i r  ,1 '
l ( [D|a r f (1 iDr.ns / t r 'n r l l .  (  t r rdL,)rr^ dr
hrrd . l  (n h l  ( lh rrof . l i \ ) .  s l r i . l r
l i l r .  rhf  ib i \  -  i ! . ' \  s tk rrd lo Ll . I . i l
l l ior l r  "  I I  i r . l r i l .  urrrekr l ,  Prolessof
de Araujo rold r f ,  Io l . r1f . '  DIL ' rnni

/ i r . l  l l , r 'Drr l  \ t i l l  r r  i ls  s. . r l | . l  forr f r !  r , t

trt "
Lrbon! si\ anitnrl fcnrarns

secnr l ( )  hr lc betn DrunrI1l i l icd .s \o
r i ! .  of fer ings -  a popular PrNcocc ar
spccialcuh cenlcrs. l ronr thc l -a lc Pe-
r iod onw.rds l I . \  $.r .  bu, ic. i  Fig '
r . Ic. l .  r r l ls  ! r \ .  in ( . r l tkorrrb- l i l r f  strLr(
lu ' rs nr.r{d t .  l , r . .J. i l }  r \  i lJr  r ! ldr i  r l . } '
i ! f , r  r rsso.furf r . .  I  l .  r . r td. .Dr i ,s. i t
l i rDd . l  6fD. l  dn l , r )ugl ' t  Io.or ldrn 01. l

- fdu,  
Dr i l l io, l  l , ik l  lL l l /d l \  "  \v i rh rcgard

to rhe anrmal Drunrnr i t5.  n rs fanr.u

Iur l )  imponant to estab|sh rhcrr  tausc
oldcath.  ro be ablc t ( ,  delc"ninewhc
rhcr thev wcrc rcarccl ,  k i l lcd and munt
mfrcd ro beconre votivc i)ltfrtrrgs Fig

ei i ( 'do also \ r i t .s lhr t  . [1nng thf  NiDc
(i'cn1h Ccnrur\' lakc bird nrLrrrrDnts
wcrL ol ien sokl  ro lor t isn rr^\elcrs.

Loul .d at  Prx(a do lmfar io
rnd casih rcachcd {ron ( l r tntLnrn on

Tranr 15. lhc Nluscun is op.n l ronr
w.dnrsda) rhrough Strndx\i lroDr ltl

'\Nl-o 
r\l and Tucsdl) 2 l'Nl-o I'Mi rr

rs closcd on \4oDdl\r Tucsdar Dr)rn'ng.
[asrcr,  ]Vr]  ls t .  Chr is l r r r i5xnd Nc$
\tar ls Da\ l  Adr l r iss ion: l .uros Thi  NlL '
srurn also houscs r Sood lihr.'t} sllc
cnl iz ing 1n archacol i )g) i  $ hi .h is oP.n
fucsihl-rrnla) l  Inrnr l0 , \Nl  l . ] : l ( l  l 'M
rnd . l -5 P\1 I  ot  nk)tr  In lornrnlk)n lc l
0 l  l - l ; l  2 l lO2()(X)0.  or .hcl i  on r ts ( \

.c l lcnr mulr i  l ingtralrvchstt t  *r*  nrn

I l!,,|f*.' (l( 
'\ ' 

tr' o \rotr rn 
' 
I in fri.rr d,r

(( l l r r f  l i r  100()  JJrf l l r !  rD'Jrd\r ' \ , '  D!r ! , r

r , \  lLt , f r , r ' i i , r  i \  l l ' , ' , ' , ' l i l rn l ,  r f ' r ' r '

,1, ,  r r t r  r l  t r l
r r  n l r , / , ,d\  

'  
\ r  i '  l ( ) f i  '

I  l l , r lL l r I l )L, l (  ! ,1 l ' . , l t rnLr \ r '  L)1rtr i r ix f ' ] ! l r r rL
J, , lnrrr .  \ r t r r . l ,^ t  l r . '  n F, , ,  ( l (  L ' . ' t r | ] (LL
\ , r \ , ,  , ,1n. ,n tn lL L t ro i  t ( ) r r r  t  h, i l .
\ rn( | , ! r .  norr(n. ' lur  (  

' rhr \  
r r r ' r .k r \  1! '  r t r f
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