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enice. l'r:rgue, and Vienna are
Europt:'s nrost nostalgic and

romantic cities - places proud of
their glorious l)irsts, not on today's

cutting edge, but pefect for soaking up
the refined local atmosphere. Think Vien-
na and images of the blue Danube, walu-
ing couples, prancing Lipizzaner horses,
Mozart, Vienna's world-famous choirbop,
the historic opera house, coffee and
Sachertorte, the grandeur of the Habs-
burg dynasty's palaces and Schaukammer
or treasurv, the Wienenvald or Vit 'rrna
Woocls rvhich inspired Bccthoven, und
Grirrz i r rg 's inns to taste l r t ' r r l igerr  t t r
youttg tr ' i ttt 's - rl i l l  :r l l  f lorrt ucross your
dayrlrt ' lrrrr.

Aclt'rrt - from the end ol \ovember
to (l lr l istrrrrrs I ' .re - is the perfect st'rrson
f<-rr a visit lo Vicnna. Unlike most G'r'ruan
cities with one large Christmas market
each, Vienna, a city of bon viaants, bours
six m4jor Christkindlmirkte, each in a diF
ferent neighborhood, but with tl.re com-
mon denominator of many small vendors
offering Christmas decorations, Ghlhwein
(mulled wine), and Ibrtoffelpuffer (pota-
toes roasted with garlit i. The aromas of
roasting chestnuts, cinnamon, cloves, gin-
gerbread, and fir trees (for sale on many
street com('r 's) rrnft th|1rrrgh the tinglirru
frostv rrir ' . .\s t lrcv go l irrrrr \ lalkt to NIalkt.
the rr't ' l l  brrrrrl lc<1. jorrrrrs, urrrl uuhun'it.r l
crorr'cls do uot secrn llrc lclst lpthelcrl llr
the; t t - t i t t t t ' .  i t ' r  gtrr l r  o l  r l i r r r l .

I i l t ' r larr t .  r r r r r l t ' r 's t l t t ' ( l  s t l 'an( ls o[ '
sparkling Srrrrrolski crlst:rl l ights - l ikt. rlrt '
c l t i rnr l t ' l icr  r  i r r  tht '  r ' i l r ' 's  l r i r l lnxrrrrr  -  t r r ' in-
klt '  rrlmve tlrc scrt 'r:r l r lorr'rrtortrr ;x'rlt 'stri-
an s l roppirru st l ( ' ( ' ts :  Kolr l r rurrkt .  (  ) r ' t t l r t . t r .
anr l  Kr i l tnt ' r 's l r ' : rsst . .  l l l l r r r t ' l t i r rg orr l  l i r r rn
tht '  l r r ' lor t r l  r r r l j t 's t i t  ( lot l r i t '  cur l r t ' r l r ' : r l .
St t ' l l l l r r rsr lorrr .  l r l l i ' t  t iorurt t 'h nickrr l r rnt ' r l
"Sr( ' l '1. l . "  r l r t .  r . r ; r r ivrr l t . r r t  o l  "Srt . r i t "  i r r
l ' . r rs l is l r .  lor  sr ' l r t ' r l r r l t 's  o l '  l l r t .  l i  t ' t ,  r 'ou-
t  t ' t t . , , i  l t t ' l r l  l r t ' r ' r '  i rnr l  i r r  r rurrrv ot l r t . r '  \ ' i t . r t -
ncst '  r ' l t t t t t l r t 's  r l r r l i r rg . - \ r l r t r r t  l t 'ar l  t l re
wall ;x rstt 'r 's lrr rr rrr<l torr'rr.

Thc trur l i t iorr  o l  ( .hr isrk inr lhnr i rkte in
Vienna goes l r : r t 'k  s( ' \ ( .n (  ( 'ntur ies.  In
1296, Duke Alblt'tht I sr:rrrtt'd the Vien-
nese l  l r t :  pr iv i l t ' r t '  o l  oru:rniz ing a
"Dezt'r r r I rermarkl' rrr t.r' Ii lr r r-rt.crt consecu-
tive rlru. rrt which mosrh rt.xtiles and gre
cerit'. rr't,re sold. In tht. sixlt.r.rrth century,
its rlrrrrt' chrnged to " flronrlsrnarkt" and
it trxrk ltiace the week lrlrrttrr Christmas
anrl \t 'w Years, addirrg lxrstries to the

mt'r 'chancl ise. Aborrt trrrr hurrr ln'r l  years

lr tcr ' -  i r r  1764 t , ,  lx '  l l recist ' -  i t . r  r r rune

cl t r r r tgt ' r l  ugl i  r r  Io " \ i  kol , r - r r r r r l - \ \ ' t ' i  h-

tt :u l  r t^srr uu'kt " (  St. \ iclrolas :rnr I  (  l l rr istmas

rrrrrrkt 'L) or " lu' i1l1tt ' rrntarkt" (crrrclrt '  mar'-
kt ' t  )  r r t  Frt ' r  r r r rg.  lht '  t r - iarrgrr l : r r  t r ; th i l l

s( lu l rn '  l in( ' ( l  r r ' i th l int ' .  l ' ( ' ( ( 'n lh r t 's lon'r l

I lurrrr l r r t '  brr i l r l i r rgs.  r rorr '  l ronrt '  to l ls l r iorr-

rt l l l t '  l lort t i r l t t t 's. ( ' l l i is ( ; l rr t icrr lrrr 'h sl leci l l

t I re ( ientr ' : r l  ut  I Ier lcrrglsst ' , . 'Str l r r rc l r -

grrsst ') ,  anrl  urt g.r l ledt 's.

Chrisurt i ts i ts t t 'k ' l rr ir t t ' r l  l rr t luv r l i r t t 's to

t l r r '  " l l i t ' r l t ' r ' r r r t ' i t ' t t '  -  t r ' l r t ' r r  l l t r '  \ ' icrrrrcsr '

Al islocurr 'r '  l r t 'glrrr inr i tut ing l l lc n()r ' th(.I 'n-

Ct'Lruitrr tr-.r<l i t iorr ol st ' t t i rrg tr l t  t ' l l r l tor:rt t :
(  lhl istnras tr( ' ( 's iu t lr t ' i l  l i 'Lul lr l  hourcs. lrrr l

iL rr: ts not unti l  ul icl  t l rr '  \ \- i t 'nt ' r '  horrgrt 'ss

or '  (  i r r rgn'ss o[ ' \ ' i t ' r r rur  i t r  lSl{  t l r : r t  g- i l i -

givirrg lx 'urrr.  . \ t  t l r is t inrr ' ,  t l rcn' r las st i l l

c lrrh orrt '  nrarkt ' l  krr ' :r l t ' r l  orr thc vlst tcrr-

l r ' : t l l r  locatt ' r l  nrorrrrr)r t ' r r t : r l  sr l rut lc " . \ r r r

I lo l . "  \ \ t '  krrorr '  l iorn srrrr iv in{  i r r ro i t ' t .s

l l t : t t  i t  l ' l ts  l ik t 'arrr  ordi t t l t lv  nralkt ' l

e\(  ( ' l ) l  th i r t  i ls  r t t : r r r l  srn:r l l  r r ' r r<lors ; r lso
<okl  s iht ' r ' -Pl l tcr l  r rut . r .  r ' l r r t t l l t 's .  un<l  l i r rscl .

(  )rrc ol Vit ' r trr l 's six (.hristnras rr l trket.s

is sr i l l  : r t  " : rnr  Hol- ' ( l i ls t  r l is t l i r ' t  -

wwlr ' .kutrst l  l r t t r  lu c lksrrr : r  rkt . ; l t  )  :  : l  I  l (  ) l  l r ( ' r '

srill in Freyung (brrth a shortwalk up the
()r 'ubt :n f rom Stcphansdom or eirs i l ) '
acccssillle on the l'2 subway line or triuns
l, 2. rmd D). Ttxllr. the many stanrls at
"arrr I lof 'specirrl izt ' irr wooden toys, rr 'hile
tlrost' :rt nealln Fn'rung (first clistr ict -
ruw .lr I l .wie r r t '  r '-rrru lkt.at) tempt visi t( ) r 's
n i th . \ustr i l r r  t ' l r t 'cse,  sausages, : r r r r l
homt'rrrade sivct't.s. ull t.o be washed dolrr
lvitl r spicy Gliilrrrt'i rr.

.\ lso easih rcucht'rl lry the srrrrrt '  tr:rns-

P() l  tat ion is Vi t ' r t r t i r 's  la|g( 'st .  I l r ( )s l
Iorrr isty,  ; r t t t l  r rsrr : r l l r '  \ ' ( ' l  \  (  r ' ( ) r r ( l ( ' ( l
( l l r r  is tk inr l l r r r : r rkt  i r r  Rat l r r r r rs l l l : r lz .  tht '
squlLre diret th irr front of the ll;rth:rrrs or'
c i t r  l ra l l .  Airrr i r l  t l re corny sou\cui ls.  l ik t '
I l r t '  r rb iqui torrs Santa Claus Irats l i t l r
l r lorrrk '  l l ra i t ls  l rnd l reer mtrgs.  \ ' { ) l r  ( ' l l l

f i r r r l  u i r rgel l l 'e i r r l  i r r  cvery pt . rssi l r l t '  s izr ' .
slrapr'. rrnd theme ;rs rvell lu horrrt 'rrlrrlt '
s\\ ( '( ' ls. This child-fl ' icndly Christ ki rrr l l-
nurrkt lr lso offers <:rrrrl singing, lr nrclr"\:
grrrorrrrrl. pony rirlt 's. l) lrppet slr,rt ls ltttd
a< l iv i t i t ' :  I ik t '  t  ookirrg l t 'ssorts fot  t  l r ik l lcn
l l r r r l rg l toul  I l t t '  r [ar ' .

l l t ' l r i r r t l  l l tc  Yolkst l t t ' r t l t ' t '  ot  l ' t 'o; r l t "s
t l t t ' : r t t ' r ' .  r l i t l r i r r  r r t r lk i r rg r l is l rut t  r '  l i r r t t t  t l t r '
R.rthaus, bul rrlso on dre U3, tr';rrn 49, itrrrl

OPPOSITE PAGE: Vienna's Christmas market at the Town Hall Square. ABOVE: Kohlmarkt
looking toward the lmperial Palace in Vienna at Christmas time.
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Kohlmarkt in Vienna at Christmas time. The Vienna Christkindlmiirkte offer a wide selec-
tion of holiday craft items for visitors.

Ahlrough norr-smoking areas do not exist
rut \iennes(' rI'staurants. also recommend-
<:rl is the tuli:lspitz, the nlLinstay speciirltl

of Viennese cuisine, at Fromme Helene
and Alte Backstube. a restaurant since
1697 and also a museum of bakery histo

ry. Both are just a stone's throw from
hotel RathausWein & Design.

For another "hist,,ric" t'vening of tradi-
t ional  Viennese cuis int  .  head to
Griechenbeisl. Famous frrr its connection
to the doomed Augustin love story
recounted in the \4ennese melody "Oh

lieber Augustin, alk's ist hin," there has
been a restaurant, narned for its early
Greek merchant patrons, on this site
since 1447. .\mong is illustrious guests
over the ('en trlr ies \vere Mozart,
Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Wagner,
Mark Twain, Einstein, and Gna Lollob
rigida.

Although the Christkindlmarkte are
open all day, late aftemoon or evening is
when the locals go. The Christkindlmirk-
te at  the Imperial  residences, the
Belvedere (home to Klimt's ubiquitously
reproduced painting, "The Kiss") and
Schonbrunn Palaces, although farther
afield, are well worth the short tram or
subway trips (trams D, 0, and 7l or U4
subway, respectively) even if I would per-
sonally hail a fiaker or honedrawn car-

[Cmtinud m 1tage 60]

bus 4fir routes, Spittclberg's Advent mar-
ket is locatcd along the narro\\' streets of
Vienna's 7th district: Spittclbclggasse,
Schnrrrkgusse, arrrl Gutenhclgglsse, a
quaint gas-lit neighborhoorl. a bit like :r
Viennese venion of Monmaltrc or Tras
tevere (www.spittelberg.;rt). Tlre mer-
chandise is too l'orldwide t{lrnic lutd nor'
agc, but rlo not mis* tht' strurcl in fi'ont ol'
dre bar cirlled Lux with lrot applc cider.

If you want to be within rrirlking dis-
tance of all these markets arrrl most of
the city's major sights, book a room at
thc bijou hott'l Rathaus Wein & Design,
opcned in I ' lar 2(X)1. Forrncr' lr an cle-
gant privatt ' horrsc in tlrr '  < lrarming nine-
I ( '( '  n t lrtenturl nt' ighbor'lrood o1 .f oscl s-
tadt, each of its thirtvtlrn't't'legant rrltr:t-
nrodern minimal ist ical lv l  u l r r ished
roorns is named aftt'r':r rliflt'rcr)t Austrian
rr' inr', Its wine bar l i 'atrrles a dil l i 'n'nt
Austl ian wine makel errch month rvith
nighdy tastings.

Manfred l(atzlinger, an expert in hotel
and restaurant architecture, also designed
the interior of the Plachutta restaurant,
world-famous for its tafelspitz beef or
boiled beef platter accompanied by is
own broth,  roast potatoes, creamed
spinach, apple sauce, and horseradish,
definitely a must during a visit to Vienna.

Wlru" i" Vt €wwa. . .
RahtharuWein & Design:
Lange Gasse l3; Telephone: 011-43-1-4001122; E-mail: office@hotel-rathaus-tvien.at,
rnvrv. hotel-rathaus.rviett-at.
Plachutta restaurant:
\{/ollzeile 38; Telephone: 0114}1-51215770; \{ebsite: rn'rvrv.plachutta.at; t-eset.ratious nec-

essaD'.
FrommeHelene:

Josefstadter Strasse l5; Telephone: 0l14914069144; \{Iebsite: t$r'rnr'.frommehelene.at.

Alte Backstube:
lange Gasse 34; Telephone: 0114]14061101; \{'ebsite : I'nrv.backstube.at.

Griechenbeisl;
Eeischmarkt I ; Telephone: 0l l4&l-5331977; \Vebsite: rtm. v.greichenbeisl.aq resenations

necessary.
Gerhard Urbanke:
Liechtensteinstrasse 66; Telephone: 1.011436641729074; E-mail: ttrbanke@zinnfigru'en-

auswien.at.
Vienna card:
Telephone: 01 l43l-7984400, exl I 48.
The Third Man Museum:
Pressgasse 25/B; Telephone: 0l l4$l-5864872; \{'Iebsite: rnvrr'.drittemal)nnltreunt.conl.

Gerhard Stassgschwandten
Cell phone: 01 143$7 M7 578 I 8; E-rnail : gsuassg@yah oo.corn.
Vienna Tourist Board:
Website: urr'u'.tr'ien.info: E-rnail: u'tr'@u'ien.info.
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[ContinucdfomPage 34]

riage (fares must be negotiated). Their

stands - filled with handicrafti itnd ho{re-

made sweets - pull on the heartstrings- At

both, you can watch as the :rrtisans make

yorLr purchases - tin figures, handblown

gliss, candles, Christmas wreathes, and

handcarved wooden crdchesr to name a

few - before your very eyes. My hvorite

stand at Sch6nbrunn belonged to Ger-

hard Urbanke who painted a tin Buch-

angel to my requested color scheme.

By the way, if you fall in love with

Christkindlmirkte, book a return triP to

Vienna in the spring to enjoy the Oster-

mirkte or Easter markets also held in

Schonbrunn's courgard' in Freyung, and

around the Iklrarienberg Church in ttre

seventeenth district (tram 43). At all

three you can choose between Easter

eggs made of real hand-painted eggshells,

chocolate, wood, glas, palm leaves, flow-

ers, ceramics, and top.
At all times of the year, to take advan-

tage of free public transportation, gifn at

the Christkindlmirkte and Ostermirkte,

discounts at shoPs, restaurants, and cafEs,

and on entrance fees at Vienna's numer-

ous museums (many of which are in their

own neighborhood called Museums-

Qpartier), purchase the seventytwohour
Vienna card. Besides art and more art,

museums here cover fiaken, natuial hir

tory, theater, Judaism, clocks, Lipizzznet

horses, military history, butterfl ies,

papyrus, Esperanto, globes, trams, Freud,

torture, and Christmas crdches on display

1'car-round in the crypt of St. Peters

chru'ch near Stephansdom.
'fhe newest cultural destination,

indcccl ;t place "to come in from the

colcl" is The Third Man Museum. Open

onlv on Saturday afternoon from 2:00

P.nt. r() 6:00 p.m., its displays concem the

cincmatic clasic about international espi-

onage in post-World War II Vienna based

on Graham Greene's best-selling novel

and staning Onon Welles.
One of *re founden of this small pri-

vate museum is Gerhard Strass-

gschwandter, a ceramics artist and

licensed guide. Give yourselfMenna's best

souvenir - a day on the town in his com-

pany - during Advent or any other season.
OL

Lucl Gordan is a tegular contributor to

Bookdealer, Renaisance, Epicurean Trav-

eler, Food & Beverage International, and

La Madia, an Italianfood anil trauel monthly.

I'lnn, n itnrt au'rtls dinrth lo runlirnt dnlrs, lints. Iu aliuts. und ulmissiort

Nore.nrber
Afrron, OH
November 24 - December 3l :
3rd Annual Hotidayfest Christkiadl Market.

Vrsit wrarr'. Holidar{ t'st.otg.
Bethlehem, PA
Weekends beginning Novernbcr 24 - 26

tluough December 14 - 17 Chris&indlmarkt

Betblehem.
Call 610"332-1300 or visit
www.Cl uistkindlmarkt.org.
Denver, CO
November 24 - December 22: 7th Annual De

ver Christkindl Market. (ihe lrr' Orcck Slrop

ping Mull. F.rnail Iirreim@rttstt.t ottt ot visil

www.dt'rn'crch ristkittrllnrat'kct.cotn.

December
Fred€rick, MD
December l: Der Stammtisch monthly social

gathering at Brewer's Alley, 124 N. Market

Street. Call 301€314127 and ask for Fritz or

Stammtisch.
SanAntonio'TX
December l: Beethoven King Wliam Area

Event at the Beethoven Halle und Garten,422

Pereida Street Call 21O222-1521.
Fredericksburg' TX
December I - 3: 9th.A'rmual Weihnadrten in

Fredericksburg. Call 1-88&997-3600 or visit

www.tex-feslcom.
kavenrrorth'WA
December I - 3: (bristmas UChdttS Festival.

Email info@leavenworth.org or call 509-54&

5807.
Tulsq OK
Ilecember I - 3: 8th Annual Chds&indlrnarkt

at the German Anterican Socictv of l ' rr lsa

building,2301 Enst l5th Sreet' Call 9l&744

6997 or risit rrrst.gasttrlsa.org.
SanAntonio, fi
December 2: I{ris&indlmarkt at the Beetlovcu

Halle und Garten, 422 Pcrcida Su'cct. C,all 2lO

222-1521.
Adamstown. PA
December 3' 10, 17, 24: Christkindlmarkt.

Events held at rtoon. Call 7174844386 or visit

wwwstoudsbeer.com.
Kitchenen Ontario' Canada
December 6 - l0: l0th Annual Kitchener

Auistlindlmar*t
Visit wrsr'.ch ristli.ittdlcanacla.cotlt.
Miftlinburg, PA
December 7 - 9: l8th Annual Christkindl

Market. Visit www.Miffl inburgpa'com/
Chris&indl.hun.
Leavemronh,WA
December 8 - l0: (hristmas UghI"C Festival.
Email info@leavenworth.org or call 509-54&
5807.
SanAntonio' TX
December 9l (bristmas Party, Maennerchor,/
Damenchor at the Beethqven Halle und
Garten, 422 Pereida Streer Call 21G222-1521.
Ieavmworth'WA
December 15 - l?: Chrisunas lighting festi%I.
Email info@leavenworth.org or call 509-54&
5807.
Danbury,NH
December l7: German Cookie Making Oass.
Inn at Danbury & Alphorn Bisuo. C,all 60$76&
3318, email info@innatdanbury.com, or visit
wwwinnatdanbury.com.
I{ashington' DC
Decernber l7: Washington Saengerbund's Tra
ditional Christmas Concert. United Church'
20th & G Streets, NW. For information visit
www.saengerbund.org.
OaKord, PA
December 17: (hristnas Party and Show. Visit
www.ughclub.us/.
Washington' DC
Decenrber l7: Viennese Ball' Meridian House.
Tickes required. Lessons given fotrl rr'et'ks
prior to the event. Cdl 5403u24808 ttr 202-
232-3002, email mbocek@verizort. rt t't r.rr vis j t
wwwviennesevaltz.org,/meridian. I r tml.
SanAntonio' TX
December 3l: New Year's Eve Party at the
llcetholen Halle und Garten, 422 Pcrcirta
Su eet. Calf 21(1222-1-521.
Oakford, PA
December 3l: A Gala New Year's Eve Partr'.
Yisit rrll.rrghtlrrlt.usT'.

January
Fredericlr MD

January 5: Der Stammtisd monthly social gth-
erirrg at Bror'et''s ,Allev, 124 N. Market Streer
Cal l  l l0 l -631-0127 and ask for  Fr i tz or
Surnrntisc}.

For upcoming events to be included in Calendar,
e-ma il editorOgermanlif e.com

Mail correspondence to Getman I'ife Calendar
1058 National Highway Lavale, MD 21502,

or fax requetts to (301) 729'1720.
lnformation must be reteived four month: in advance'
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