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MEMOR\',rNDHOPE
T t  Aqurh. rhe caprlalcu) otcenrrcl  l t r l ) \ADru//rre

I gron. ha' been rn 
'mpondnr 

cultural cenrer nnce
I-l rhe MrddleAse' I ounded in I)48 bv l-reder-
ick II, Holy Roman Emperor and Kin-s ofSicily, at
a bulwark acainst the power of th€ papacy. ih
conslruction was compleled in I25,1 under
Frederick s son. Conrad lV ol Gennanyr ils
wal ls were f in ished in 1316. UAqui la quickly
became the second city of the Kingdom ofNaples
and n imponant market town. wirhin a few
dccades it w.N a crossronds belween cities wilhin
rhis tingdom. thrnks to lhe $o-called Via degli
Abruzi. *hich ran liom Fbrence to Naples by
way oi Perugia. Rieti. L Aqui[r, Suln]ona.lsernia.
ven lro. Te no and Capua.

Mrny import.rnl events inlolved L Aquila
rnd thc Church durin8 lhe Middle Agesr nego-
tiations lbr rhe succession of Edmund. son of
Hcnry I I I  oi  En8land. b lhe throne of lhe
Kingdom oi Sicilli on December 2:. 1256,
R)pe Al€i(ander lV elevated the churchei oi
Sninrs Mai(imus And Geor8e to cathedrul

llil;;.ll"J,*,,^Jj,:).ft,,i;i'; jT To RrsroRr IlAQunn',s

Mada del Fiore in Florence but a bng time
in rhe worls (145,1-72).  lo which rheir

founder was translaled on May l,{, 1472. Irs
second chapel on the south aisle has dn .rlllr-

piece b) lhe Tuscan Renaisiance artist Andrer
della Robbia. Nenrby. in | .18 | . Adanr of Rortweil.
! prpil rnd collrhr lor oiGulenberg. opened thc
cily s lirst printing press.

UAquih s prospcrily ended in lhe l6th centu

ry whcn thc Spanish ticero) Philihei rxn Ormjc
p,rnirlly deslmyed the cily and l:(!hli\hcd Strn
ish fcM.l l ism in i ts counlryside. In l?9e thc. i r l
was rlso srked lwice by French lr(Dp\.

ThrouShoul itr history L Aquila. parriall)
sito red on an ancient lake-bed which anrpli-
f ies seismic act iv i ty.  has been plrgued by
eanhqurker. The lir( one on record dnles to
December l, Ill5 and ieriously d mLrged

lhe Romrncsquc Church ol  Sl .  Ff ncis in
nenrby Peltino. Another slruck on Jrnunry 22.

1349. tilling about 8(Xlp€ople. Others litbwed
in I ,161, 1501. and 16,16 belbre the mosl
deslructive ofall up () thcn. on Febru ry
l. 1701. which killcd 3.000 people and
dest()yed alnroit all thc regnn s church-
es. Smn liter R)pc Clenlenr Xl decided

ro repnpuhte rhe.u).  r l  su..hukrn r tdn in l106
rnd rhrn .SJrn on lul)  .11. l?Rr' .  rhr mo.r \ei , 'u. ,
.r11. when more th n 6,{n) pcople died.

Ju\ l  o\er !  )err  u! , , .  nn Apf l l  h.  : r  r{ru Jr . r  . l i  AM.
disasrer struct g in in this livcly unilersny k)wn ol
. .  75.r{nr Inhrhrrrnr\  ln(Jrcd "n lh< hi l l . rde ju\ l  h(-
neath the yeaFround snow'capped pelk olGran Sas
so, nr 1.914 m. the rallesl surnnil oi the Apennine
(hJrn. Rf led 5.h nn rhe Ri,hr(r  \ rJr.  rhis quJle sJs
l|lll) \ deJdle\r rn Jlno'l Ihtei decrde. and lhe fir.t
ro strite a major city rince ['lessin! was destroyed In
lu(r3. l r  leI  l { rE people. in( luJrng ]0chi ldren. deJJ.
around I,5UJ people injured, and 65.ftXJ homeless rn
l  Aqui l . .nd 16 ne h) r . '$n..  Betqeen . l . tx)0 unJ
11,000 buildings, many of them important religious
monuments. were selerely damirged. The apse oflhe
Ba$l icc ol  Sr.  Bernardine , ' l  SienJ. L AqLrlu .
largesl Renaissance church, wis seriously damaged,
and irs campanile collapsed. Almon rhe whole dome
of th€ l8lh-cenrury Church ofAnime Sante in Piazza
Duomo ror carhedral  Squrf l  fel l .  Sanrr [4rna di
Collemaggio collapsed from lhe transepi lo the back
of the church, and Pona Napoli (15,18), the oldesl
gate to the ciry, was destroyed. The $ird floor of
F,r le Sp,gnolo. lhe lblh-cenrur) r t5Ja'  Spani.h

consecfated Pop€ celesrine v in rhe Ro-
nranesque Church ol S nta Maria di Col-

RELIGIOUS PATRIMONY
lenrJF$ro r l :8x) w'rh rh \plendrd r ,^e urnd' ,us unJ
prnl  Jnd wh| le 8enmerf i .  \ ronesork l rrJJe rHr.
k 'mb r\  In lhe (hrpel r , ,  rhe nlhr ol  rhe rFe.,  A le
monrh\ hrer on De.enrher Ll. he hecume the ,'nlr
Pope in lhe hisrory oithe papacy to bdicale. and no
,uh.equenr Pope hJs IJken lhe nume (-ele, ' ine
Pope Clemenr V.rnnnr, ,ed hrm In l .1l . r .  T' , InJr l  rh(
surrh rnnr\e^rr)  ol  Cele\rrne\ brnh. Pope Benedr(r
XVI pro. l l imed rhe Celerr ine Yerr i rom Augun 18.
2U)9 thmuSh August 29. 2010.

Durin!  rhe l4rh Jnd lsrh cenrur ie.-L Aquih s
Golden Ale-the generals of the Franciscan Order
.ho\e Ihe ( i r)  J\  rhe \eJr or ' rhe Order s generalchap-
te.\. Bernardine of Siena (1380-1,144. canonized in
1450 by Pope Nicholas V) of rhe strict Franciscan
Order of Obserlance, visited lwice, and alier hrs
deJrh here in 14.r4. hi\ iollowe^. prniLularly l-nar
J,,hn Crpi ' r rJnr,1185-1456. bedlf ied In los4 and
canonired in l?2ar dnJ C:rpirrano\ Iel low+rudenr
Fri f f  Jame. of rhe [ 'bRhe. L l3al .1476. bedri l ied In
1624 by Pope Urban vlll and cmonized by Pope
Benedrcr XI l l  in 1726, inrr i t i red an inpre.\ i te bui ld-
ing program which centered around fte hospilal of
San Salvaiore (1466) and the convenl rnd basilica of
Sr.  Berndrdrne. de.rgned along rhe lrnr '  of  SJn

Processiona c@ss(1436) by
goldsm!lh Nicola da

Guad agfele lrom lhe Church
oi Sl. N cholas in Monlicchio

Top, s lve.and go d-Plated
rellquary ol Sl CelestineV lrom
rhe Basi ca ol Santa Maia dr

rra'|Dr f||r ufra x ruY toro



PorTra r :  . !  i l . r  - r  a!s,r !  BF.eschrn or fAqu las rolr  parron sa nls sr  Bernardne ot  srena. st  Maxmls sr  ceesrne v and sr Eq!1] !s
B!]r  l r . ' . ! lorSt Bernardrne ot  Sena i rom lhe Fra.cscan monastery ot  San c !  rano oLlsroe LAaura

.r \ r l0 h( iu.r f i r  rh i  \ ,1| , i r .L \ l ! . .unr olAhnv/o. .x\ed i r .  r \  d i r t lhc

.uto r  t ' l  l r i  \ r l r  \ . , r r rLr \  B{1{tu.  (  h reh ot  St .  Alrusr i  c.  dr  -
r ! rn!  L \qui l . ,  .  .1.11r .d.hr\ f \  Losing t tu l  ot  i l \  lnn\epl .  nor c\cn
lhc er l l r ! { l r r l  \ . , .  . t .ofJ

(Jrrrh.  r r , , r r r i : , , r  \ t r l  l0th.  {h ieh wrs r l ! )  (nx)d Fr idr f .  (  l r -
d i rx i  l i r , r . r , ,  lJ . r t , [ .  led r i  n e l lnc|rr t  l i r r  rhc \ i ( t  r )s ' th.  V ] -
eu 1r, t r l ! i r  r f ( l  r  \ l ( r i , r ld iJrun\rrr ' r  nJ hotd r  Nirs\  on Good Fr-
(h\ .  lh.  1 in \  L j .L\  ( ! r  thc Ronnn (  r lhol ic cr lcndrr  on which \4!r \ \  is
f 'n nLrrr . r  l \  h0ld Soor l icrwxrr ls.  orr  Afr i l  11.  thc l lot)  h lhcr

l r  \  ( ( r f rxtcd lhr l  | r jeonntu( l ion $i t l  cosl  $t6 hi  i ( r  | | ' r l  hke
rhdrr  l1 l  \ . r r \  Al  l iAt  l l i r r r  Minis lcr  Si t \ io Ucftusco i  rc l i rscd
Itr . r : r )  r id.  J l l i rU rhxr l rx l l rn\  t rcr !  p l ,Ud pcoptc r fd h t  \uI i -
r r ' ] f i  r , | \ourcc\  l ( )  ( l . r l  $ i thth. . r i \ i \ .  l  h is conl lcnt  rnd othcf  rn_
rf | ) |1 ' | '1)r l (  rn( l  r , l lenr i r f  i rdS r . r ls  ( ! ruscr l  tu!1hcr indi !nr l io ,  c!
ruer l l )  $hcn. | | r  rn inr l jNrcN $i lh lhc ( jcr lnrn N-TV hc s l i ( t thr l
lho\c l t l l  honrclc$ \ j r )  k l  ( , 'nsnlcr thcnrscl \ . \  on l  .crnrt ing h. t -
kl!r]. Alnr)\l rnrrl.di Lil! Be us(oni N cd his !u\ronrrN b.ur-
I r .e rd h! \  l !crpler l r id 1r{rn lhc !o!crn rents ot  Aurtr i r .  U| l r / j t .

'Mc|xny nd t{opc isdir idcd inro l l r r  \ccr i ( , rs:  $or\ \ , ,1 r
l ion \c!crr l  churches in lhc rr(hdiocc\c ( t  t , ,e I , ro\ , , re(  o l
l -  Aquihi  $orks ol  l  l ionr plrcc\  eonncctcd lo St.  Ucnl | ld i  . i
$nrksolr  Io )Sr t r  NI.  . i l  d iC() l l .nr ! rggioirorkrol  l  t r { ,  r  lhc
( r lhcdful  oJ St.  Mrxinru\  nnd Sr.  ( ; ( ,ge:  lnd works ol  rn t rnn
olhcr drn gcd !hurch.\  i r  l .  Aquih I l  Innx,u\  s{n. l is  ot  rn r
drnr !ed.  lhcy $i l l  ! lnrx l  l l t ra\s hc | ! \ tor td.  sr id Antorr i { ,  paotu.
er.  d i rcckn ol  theVrl icrn \ ' lu\cunrs.  r l  lhc f rc$ opcnin!  .This l i  rc
i l  \  d i l lcrcDl:  lhc $orks ol  xul  h.r .  eonrc lh ' rn r  rcn. ikn! .  nol  t rnn
onc or rso |x)  r )c r \ i  

' r r i rn!  
o l  thc{ sor l5 ot  [ l  xrc hunrh]c.  t i ,

u\c i r  dr i ly  l i lurgical  .cr !  r { ' r r ics.  rnd $oul i l  hrve hcfn l i ) rg{)  en i t '
wc htid nol pul lhcm on di\plaf hcrc $hcrc lhcr (xn hc ntnrirc(t hv
our 10.0{{) \ is i t (n1r dr}  '

(h lhc bi !ht  s id. .  thrnk\  l , '  Nlcnx)r l -  nd Ik,p. .  prc!ro \ t !  un
rn) l l r r  sor l \  o l  Nicoh dr ( i  r | ( l i rgrc lc ( l . ln5-1161).  lhc r \hrr , , / i  s
nr i )sr  l i rnoIr  gokl j r ) i lh.  h l \c hccn r l i \ !o\erc(t .  rs hxs 0 lonr- t {^t  t  t
o l r  rc l iqu ) .  I i ) f  rhc l lNl  t i | rc NLron Nht ic di \ptr ]  i \  s l  l lc  r r l
{ l inc s or i ! innl  l lh l ( l  wi lh lhc IHS nnm)gr r  drr l  t t re lhr tc I r i tcrr

(  r ( i r l r r .  thr  LI11)t)e0n l i |1, ,n.  l r r rn! f .  ( icrnrn! .

5|. ,  t r .  ( i i fe. . .  S, , \ . r l i r .  1nkl .  l , ( i11 ! r t .  t r rn.
I I t r ! ! ( i ( i  r  r .  \1 l r \ , r ( i .  l tusi l .  SLrhir .  SL(tr l : | r i r .
S\ i r , , .  rn( | .  lunr,r  lh.  IUk\hR\t  ( r . r
ccnt,  Ukr i lc .  rhc L ler l  Sr!1(\ .  , rn l  lhc \ r t r ( rn.
rs wel l  i rs .oTor i i tn! \ .  . !Lb t i ( \ .  rnd | r  \  r  in

rc l t rsfnl in!  lhc hi \hofr ies h.  r . i i rscd. , r  t ( )
r r lcnlrnr his hrhi t  !n( l  r ) thcr f .NoDrl  bc or!

i : '  r  htr)kcn cci l i  !  hfrm shich hloekcd i t  l fonr

Inf \  ' lhc pr in lcd rcnrco[r  Mlrdonnr r  d
(  h lk l (1507)bl  S ul ] r ino (  t r i  l lonr Slr l l

\ l r r i r  dr  ( i , l lenu!r i , ) .  \  !ed r i r rcuk)u\ l r  h l

l r l l in! .  LNUxl ly soLJ unn,niccd rs i rs honrc i \  r
$!ll niehf \cyerrl reld\ lrhove tN ehur!h ll{u

Th. c\hihirl(n rptro[ixrcl] oprns rvirh x sdcn-
did rnonynr(Irs rilrLr lurd gold plrrcd retqulrl

husl lk)n S ntr llhri.r (li C('llcnrr!iio ot Sl. Cr
lcslinc \'. one ol LAquih s li)ur pxrRnr \ irls

( lhc orhers bcing St.  Nl t ix i r r ru\ .  Sr.  Equnius.

(hc {rch f r l rnrplc:  ( ) r  i r  the V.( ieLr|  Mu\.onn !n L
N1r\  . l l  i \  !  rp lc did lcr | lx , tur ]  f \hrbi l ior  !xLtcd
''Mcnrorl rnd Hop. l-ilLrfgierl FLurinri !s r{) Bc
S.r \ed l |un lhe E rhqu.rkc.Slr ickctr  Ablr | / / i  Rc,
gn)I. consistir! ol $nnc 190 \orks ot iln |.\cud
l ionr lhr  d,rnraled.hurche\ in lhf  d ioccse ol
l -  A(tuih rnd \un()undin!  r ( '$n\ .  Thc nrrr  ot  t t rc
c\hih t!r i\ r0 ftise Durc\ 1i)r lh.ir re\lo'rli(!r
b)  u( l , , tnron Uclore rhc oNnini  or  \ tx(h
11..10 ! l  r l l .c  (or l \  h l ( t  r t rLrd) b.cn rdoplcd.  bul
rhc| t  ur t  \ l i i t  5r)  to.hof\r  l t , rn c(rnihrtrnrs h!  s in!1c indiv idurts.
8r)ups or rn\riurlrD\ ..!r lr! rrdc h\ lru\lir t) rhe brnk $counl irr
the n.r  c ol  lh.  .h i [ .e\ .  or ' t -  Aqui la Arcid|ocesi  dc| ,AqLr i t r .
IIIAN ITll Q 055N.l. l)it(Xl. ()lINXIX)6t70,1rr rhe Boc! RJpohre di
Mil.rno.Agcn,,ir rBrrnehr 15I in Ronre. Fo irnhef inti)nnrrnn plerre
cor l rct  $f  urchdir)cc\c ol  L, \qui l  r r0 l I :19086t- l t2 l0t .

A\o rcccnlly opened in Ronre\ Clslel Srnt Anlek)
and on unl j l  Seprenrb.r  5 i \  uf tnher cxhihi l ion.  .S.O S. An fRnn lhc
Abrur.:An Exhibitx)n So A\ Nor To l.orgel. ol truks Iron the re-
gr(Jn slycd br_ Itxlt \ \cleml policc li)rce\. Ol prnicul r inter€st is
Celcstine V s prprl bull entiblishinr le rrr|.,no1 Cd(intioxt
(ni l l  c . lebrrred c\cry )ear on Augu\t  l8 nd:19).  n l , reccuenr rol
Boni l r re v l l l \  I l r \ r  o l f ic i r l  Holv Yerr  l r  | ]00 !

nd Sr.  Bemldinc).  Ol l [ r  l i l lc l \  o l  c\
lhordrnNrv hcaut!  rnd inrr i ! l tc  cml ls

nr'rnsh'p xrc Nro pnreesr)nll cRr\se\ b)
Nrco[r d! Currdi.tgre]e.


