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''w? lo not iotshh. \e do ol

adote. lot f&r that n . shoul.l bo^ ttovtl

k] the (relxtft ftnh?t than kr the Cru

ahr hut h? vneruk th? rcli<s .t nal
t\ts in o er 1e heft?t h a.lot( hin
nrrr., nrl^6 /h.!.ru. S1. Jerome

t m an ardenr delote€ ol he intemel.
Ir h.rs irreamlined my c reer tls a
joumalisr no more nail-biting w.rits

lbr answeni lo my pmposals dnd lequesh
for imrSe$, no more aggmvatrng lines al
the post oliice or ple ant but time-con-
slming l]nd oiien costly teks io librnries.
Rese!rch and l-rci-checking are my lin'
genips. Only I ie$ comput€r clicks led me
lo St. Toribio. the mincle-work€r oi migr.r-
tion t) the 'Pr(nnised t nd. of whom l'd
nor he,rrd belbre. My search lbr he Ameri-
c.|n kralbn ol sonre ofhis rclics ben gridcd me io Mon-
signorAguine in San Antonx). Tens. rnd ft) sc(x)p on
fic gfl)rndbreaking exhibitiotr li?u!utl,\ ol Hcdtn:
Sunlt\ Relit!, ut D?\,otio\ ir Mdi?\'.tl I::un)N.

On ar d|e Clevel.rnd Museum oi An fi)m Grtoblr | 7,
20|{)ro J.nuary 17, 201 I b€tbrt r.rlelinglotheWaheh
Callery in Bdltimore iffn February I I to May | 5. 201 I ,
and to the British Muscum in tnndon iiom June 2l lo
Ocrober 9. 201 l. l,"dr vJ .y' H..,"n examines rhe
mle of relics and reliqu,uies in the development of
Chnnirir) rd $( q.ualJrls. rlth,.ugh relir' m.rlro

The Ben€diclif€ Monaslery ol Sl. Manhias ir Tri€f
(@v Gd,ei Dhdo)

Porlabl€ Altar ol Colnress Genrude. c.1045
Clevela.d Museum ot Arl

.|rc chcrished rcnrndn$ of u s.int. a reminder of heir con-
rJihlions lo lie Chrisri n fuith I|nd a tangiblc poinl ol li>
uus ol pr.ryer TherE arc three types ol relicsl Monsignot
A!!inr, my new iiiend. skr studied canon ]N t tre
Angclicum in Ronre lionr lq85'7 und lived at the gr.du-
Jr{ hou\e oi the Pnnull(ul N,'nh Amen.rn C,,llefe .

ten more pnzed than the relics of other
saints. Second clNs relicsl conlinued
Aguine, re belongings of a rainl, like
clolhes or kx)ks. and bird-class lelics an
personal il€ms which have touched a liN.
clrss or 'second-cla\s rulicl'

Again according to Mt""/u. "Since
the beginning of Christidtity, individuals
have seen relics as a way to come clos€r to
dle saints ,Dd thus form a cl$er bond with
God. Since Ctristians during fie Middle
ASes otun tmk pilerjmages b shrines of
holy prople. relics became a laige business.

These ver.es are cited to claim rhar rhe Holy
Spirifs indwelling also afecls lie physical
My, rhat God c,rn do mimcles thmugh lhe
tuy of His servdnt\, or boih . . wifi legard
lo Elics lhat arE objert\. dt ofren{ited pas-
sa8e is Acrr l9ill-12. which says hat sr.
P ul s h.ndke(-hiei\ were imboed {irh
Odl s hcdin8 power:'

''Muny hles ol mir&lei,nd ofter nrM-
vels. conrinues W*f,(/r./, were a|lrib-
ured to relics b€ginning in lhe eddy cen'
turies ol rhe Chnrchi man) ol these t,€
came esp€ciully popul.r during lhe Mid-
dle Agei. These tales are collecled In
books ol hagxrgraphy such s rhe G.)ll'n

L,8"n./ or the worh of Caevu of Hei$teF
b,rch. Tbese mirncle lalcs mndc rclics much
$ught dter during the Middlc ASes '

'Accordin! io Calholic lfldilion, relics

''Casa Sarla Marial wrcte m€ in dn e marl. ' Finit-class
relics are ilems dirE dy asvrciated wilh Chnsfs lile. Iike
dle True Crcss. be Cmwn ofThoms. or $e Shrcud in
Turin. or tiey are physical remaini of a s,rjnr. Tndi-
tionally a nra.rtyr's relics, like oun ol Sl. litibio, ttrl) ol-

irnpo mr in Buddhism. Hinduism,
Sh rndnisln, ,]nd many other leligions. h i
the first major exhibrrion in lhe United
States to consider the history of relics and
reliquaries and fealur€s more that 150
works of arl lrcm late dntiquity. be Middle
Ages. and early modem Europe.

The word lelic 'derives iiom d|e Latin
pl,itrir?. rneaning rerainsl A €liquary
is a shrine thdt houses one or mole telics.
According to Mk{pdia, One of the eaiL'
est souces that purpuls to show fie eflica-
cyof relicsisfoundin2 Kinss l3:2(!21...
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The pilgrims saw d|e purch.Lsing of .r rEtic ns I
mems lo bring $e shrine back wirh him or her uf!
on retumrng home... sjnce during lhe Middte
Ages rhe concept of physicat pft)ximiiy to rhe
'k)ly (bnbs of ilc sainrs or fieir penonal ots
Jecls) was considc.ed extremely imBrnanl. In-
slend of having 1o r',rvel hundrcds ot mjl$ !o be-
comc neiu lo a rcnented vunl. one c.{'uld vener.le
$erclics ol,rsaint wirhin hisorher(Nr homc.,'

Many oithe relics md .etiquaries on exhibi,
tron rn Clcvchnd hxlc never bcii)re b€en seen
outside lhcir |orrc counrries. Drawn nor only
h'n celcbrured puhli. rnd privure co ectionr in
the Unir.d St rc\ lnd ltllrop., but aty) ircnr im-
ponant Chur-h rNnsunes. 7h,r^ Nt of Hturen
inclrdcs metuhork. p.inrings, sculp(ures and il
lLrminrtednrinu{.ripls.

Eesides hc rhlle orynizing museum men
lirDed rk,vc. Jnong $c (t}er tcndes tue bc Val-
icl|n. thc LNrc. the MerruF,tirdD Muscun of
An. rc An lnst ure ol Chict8). ,rnd lhc Nur()nt
(itlllcn ol Arl irrWashingk,n. D.C. Slaemoen (*F

iccl\ eomc lnnn rhe Cteletand Museum s
Nno$ ncd eollectlon ol medicval an. iind six ti)m
ficV i.l|nc\)llecdons. including hruc rctiqu ries
ho ) lhc S.rkld trr{r.,&rr, or Hoty of Hotics.
lhr orcdic\rlptlp c) s priv erctic ch{rl.

''Pcople who lhint ot lhe Mjddlc ABes us a
(lrr\ t^-ri({l li)r n nnd cuhure wi lind rhcir fLr,
uc n)|n chLrllcnled by lhis cxhibrtion.
pronhcd (jririllh Ml|nn, chiel cuftrcr I rhe
Clflcllnd Ilu\c| r ot An rnd co-cllr.r()r of
7,1?rv,r. dH.drrr. fte .(lics and rctiquaries
sho$clsrd herL pn^idc tvidcnce ot rcti8idrs
objeds lr vellinr L|!|i'\\ rruncndous disrances
and ol people uting pilr|inr ges rcross rhc
Medi0n-rnean t0 w lt in lh.lirn*ct\ot impd-
lanl ligules l;rrn siiur.'d hi\kn. Thc nredieval
devotn)n ro relics grvc hi ro nr$ lbmrs of
monunrental .rrchiteclurc. supponcd cxlcnsive
pjlSrimagc networks nd pi'npled signiUeanr
dclelopmcnts in thc visualllrrs:'

''To convey rhe s,rnciiry ot rhese relics ro lhe
l,rilhlll. medieval artis(s cre ted prelious con
lainers. or reliqu,uies, lbr churches. shrines,.lnd
peFrnal usel conlinued Mdnn. .Often covercd
rn gold and silver or encrusred wirh precious ,$d
semFprecous nones. riese obiclrs comndnded
altention. Their oulw,ud appe,rnrnce aminded
worshippes ol ihc extraordinary nature of the
maner fiey conrained.'

Highlights of r,"aflEi oJ H".n,?, include:

Boliquary Bost ot St Baldme. Auv€rgne.
12tn.6ntury, Eglise (te Saint Nechrc lteasury

Feliqlary Box trom $e Holy Land.6th contury.
val can Moseums

Feiqlary oi th6 Head oi Sr. Sebaslran.
glh century, Valica. Mlseuns

rie nenrly life,sire Aan Rrli./k/ 
^ 

of St. &tudine.
c. I lSif 1200. on b,n liom fie p,]rish chunh of
Sainl Nectaire in Puysle-mme and rdveling
oulsjde of Frince tbr thc finr limei n earty
Byz.rtine sixrl s€\€nih ccntury Bo\ *ith Skrus
Jnn' nk Hol\ tlukl. or,r ol d1e enrticsr obj€c6 lr
lesing Io lie praclice ofmllelring s{uleninj du
ing pilgrinages to $e Holy t-Lrd. on loan ftnr
the Vlticrmi the fundle Alkr ol Cou (t\
G?tndc c. 10:15. r'mnr ihc Clevel.rnd Museunis
colle.tion oi MifacLs ti.om rhe cuelph Tre.rsurE.
onc of tle mo$ impodmr chur-h rJursunes lo
have suNivcd irom medievat Gennrny: lhe
Flenrish churh-sh p.d R?/iqitu^ Shdt. tt St.
A,i.fl.fu! c. 125(175. said to hNe onc€ td)osed
lie rElics of this sevcnri{enrur} sninr wbo s!ftcd
as a missomfy md bishop to tie wesiem rugnnr
ol rc*nt-dny Belgium. on l(nm fionr lhe wlttrers
Gallcryi tmd thc Brirish Museuds Hzdrl frli-
Extl ol St. Euskl/'!'. c. l2J.l. which cl,ntdns InU-
nMt\ ol d$ skullolthis Rooran soldierwhoeon-
vcn€d k) Chrisri riry.

The Shtuud ol Trrin. pftrbably rhe nx)sr ti-
nt(rus and veneraled chrisri n retic. s,rid k) he $c
linen bun,rlclth oi Jesu' Chrisr. wa\ jusl exbiL
i ledk)hrgecn\fdslhnnApri l  l ( !M{y23.trw s
visit!\i by the Holy Ft hcron M y 2.

Ano$er imp('n,rnl relic drriburcd k) Jcsus is
thc Holy R(tre. rhc g.rnnenr Christ is believcd lo
h'r!r won] ar thc rine ol his Fiti beionr R)nrius
Pilnrc or durin! his erueitixt)n, which wr$ then
S.rnbled li)r b) the Ro ,ri v)ldien. As thc sr('ry
!(irs, was btuu8hr itunr thc Holy tind !) Trier
in Ccnnm) by St. Helcna. who wus rltc nxnher
ol Ronrm Empercr Q'nsrinrine .nd I tirctes$ col
lcclor of holy relics. Like the Shtuud, dre Hoty
Robe is lery li.rgile dnd thus seldon disphyed.
when it w.rs l stexhibrledin lqli. oler one nil
lion pilgrims visird ir\ chapel in Triels carhedrut,
the oldcst Chrisrirn church nonh of rhe Atps. tts
next public sbowing will bc irom Ap.il t3-
Mry 13,:012

St. Helenr also brought here relics of Sl.
Maniias. now in lie crypt of Trier's 12$ century
Benedicrine bbey narn€d for dre saint. This is rle
only Aposrle s gmve nodh of the Atp\. Accord-
jng toActs. Chaprer l, Malthias had beencho-
sen b) the remainine eleven xpostles ro rc
place Judas alier rhe la er's betr yal and suj
cide. Other relics ofSt. Manhias were lefr by
Sr. Helena in Rome and a.e housed in the
Brsilica ofSt. Mary Majo. )
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