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Be ow. the Carhedfalol Zagrcb. fie caplatot Croat aibetow rghr a podGl ot Croatan CardinatA oJale Slepnac.
Bonon PopeJohn Pall lpraylng allhe tomb ot Cadna Aloiz,e Stepinac on Seplember 10,1994 Opposite Cardrnat Jos p Bozanic

ofthe nrchdnrese oi Rijeka-Senj. and Monsignor Srecko Brldurinr.
bishop ol Sibcnik. Our ties date to well bclore our in(llllrions as
bishops. but strengthened while we *erc rembers ofthe Cftixrim
Bishops Conference. Both were influemidl figures in rhe Crmrirn
Churchdu.ing the iall of Communisnr dnd rhe inmedifie pon-Co l

Domld Wuerl, the archbishop of Washington, DC. told me
lhat'the roh ofa p €st and thercforr ofa bishop islhre€told: to

Do ]ou have a special nemory of Popr John Paul Il, who
crealed you cardinal in 2003?

CARDTN^L Boz^Nl( r Wc Crollians had a special tie uith rhis
grcll servanl of cod beciuse he knew tirnhand the iate of lbe
Church behind the Iron Curtain, the suiterings of iis parirhnJners
lnd rrs priens. Eler Bturclirl fo. his three apostolic trips here. $c l1
nevertbrger his sol idrr i ty dur inr rhe conf l  ic l  oirhe I990s. The dr l
rhe Holy Father bcrrified our nr!flyrCardinal Stepinac. Octobcr:1.

1998. wxs momcnrous, u sirnal fronr the Herlenly Frrhcr
Immedi rcl)  l t ier the be l i f icat ion. dur ing Holy Comnu
n|on in our ndrion! lshr ine olM.rr i i  Eislnct i .  rhc sun sud
denly hrokc rh.ough deep clouds. In nr) personal mccr
inrs wirh John Paul l l ,  I le l l  I  wrs in thc presencc ol  r
nrYnic.

Do yor havr a sp€cial memorJ ot Pope Bencdi(t
xvr?

C^Rrn:!^r-  Bor, \N(:  In 1001. wc
conrnrenmrrted lhc loth rnnilcrsrry
ol the dct|lh ol Ftun,o Clrdinrl Scpc(
lhe rrchbishop oi Zngreb md hrcr rhc
prclccr ol  rhe conlrc l I r t i ( 'n t i ) r  rhc
Dderr inc ol  lhc l_r i lh.  I l is  sueccssor
C rdinrl Rluindcr no$ Polrc Bencdiet,
purticiplled in I synlposium lhour Clr
dinal Scpcr tind cclcbrnrc.l Mr\s in Zr

teach, to lesd, and to sanclity"...
CARDTN^|. Boz^Nr(: I agrcc. All

thrcc lre equ llyi pon:ml and inter
connected. Anyone who pracliccs r
bishop s lerchings about l('vc. rhc
holy srcrunrents and elcmrl lili be
comcs plrr ol rhe chrislirn co rnru
ni ty.  Uut lh i r  colrm ni ly r lwdls
nccd\ !u lrrcc kJ ren in ! lir rily ol
thc l!ilhlirl. Lrnired in showing chrri
ty rnd b()lhc y lo!e. A hishop crn
not neglccl  ny ol  h is lhrcc t r ) les.
Thcyic thc nn'dcl Jcsus \cr li)r us
du. ing his etnhl)  cxisrcncc.  h i \  cx-
dnltlc t$ lhe C(x)d Shcphcd.

Who's your favorile s$int?
C RDTN^|. Bo,/^N( : l ni devotcd

lo Sl. J(\{h. ny prlft)n sdnt nd thc

r$on srinl olcr(rrir.l-itc l Gou-
tians, I nlso nunurc I dccJ) vcncruti(n)
lilr Ble$ed All,irijc Srcpinac. whosc
sell-sucrilicc and trrh lelr D indcli,
blc n.rrl on thc hislory ol thc Cfrlat-
i n Church. I trllst in his intcrccssi(m
md l nr gr relirl li'r his hclp. His h€-
rriliculion r(r)t plrce in l998, thc year
rlier I becaore trchbishop ofZugreh

Within the Ronan Curia,

Jou'rc a menber ofthc consrcSa-
ti0n for Divine Worship ard thr
Discipline of the Srcranents, lhc

greb s crilhedftl Ever sinc0 then I !c
nclcrce sed 1(' he in rllc ol his !rlenlivc

ncss, dccn rcspccl  rnd k indnoss Io

Ponlifical Council tor thr l,aity,
and the Special Council for 0urop+ of th€ (;eneral Scc.ctariat ol
lhr SJnods ofaishops.lvhat are Jour dulies?

C,\kr)h,\r- 8()r\\r( :All lhire \ignily being parr ol thc College ol
( r iJ)rl\. ol rh..pi\.op.tl ministry. heded by rhe R)I)t. The dulier
ol  h i \h, ,n\  rnd.Jdinxls. Ie not l imired ro their  k ' ( , lchurches. Un-
d.' rhc luidr cr ol rhc Pope. we share responsibillics lbr rhe Uni
\f^rlChurch. Bein! menrber ofrhe Romlln Curia signiiies sread-
l.Ar .el\iee l() rh. Popc.

ThG conclare rhich el€cted Benedici XVI rvrs your fiIst,
1l hat did ]ou feel or enl€ring the Sistine Chapel?

C^RDTNAL B0TANlc:  A prolbund sensc of .cspon\ ib i l i ly  lo de-
!o1e mlsel i to rhe Hol)  Spir i t , rnd ro elecr rhc Holy Spir i r 's  choice
as the succcs$r ofSl. Peter. I nlso feh decp connnunion and soU-
darity with the Church \lorld1lide which was un ed in incessant
prayer lbr rhe elecrion ol a new Pope.

ln Croatia, of ncarlJ 4 million
Crostians, 87"/. are b.rptizcd
Catholics. Whai prrceni lllcnds
I|ass regularlJ?

C,\RrnN^1. BoZ^Nr( : Crlrtirns hnvc
.r srft)n8 sense ol bck)ngin8 lo lhe
Church. ol l:l|lrily. rnd ol devolion lo
lhe Madonnti On her ltlsr drls lhcy
cusknnrrilr nr:rkc pilgrim res ro hcr
rhrines. Hoqever lile olhcrnxrsl Eoi(!
pe n counlr ies.  only between l5 rnd

207. ol rhe populrlidn ttend lt'lass regul rly.
You have visilcd lhe Unitcd Stales and Canada a numb€r of

C,\RDrN^r Boz.\\r( i Yes. my lhst visit b lhe US w,rs in the elt.
lr I980s when I was a \tudent in Rome. As bishop rnd rs rchbish-
op I ve m c \cvcral tastor.rl lisils ro lhe Croati n commun(ies rn
Nolth Amr.ica. n(xl recenrly lan Februnry ro Onr rio. Clevel nd,
and NewYork. NonhAnreric! s Cro!tian connnuniries-notjust rhe
now elderly inrmigr.rnt\ bu heir descendrnts too-care deeply
rbour thcsc pastorll !isils lrom lhe bishops ofrheir homeland. .)

Thankxbttu(n) iu1Natbnd n,r i l t  Ol f i t !  in Nt i .brk. lur
n1to Uesx tritr) ltrtu Ml Zltr.h..ultn! uli t Lt(rCotulanton
ttuled Hit Dhin?ft..an? oJ tht Chunh s ,\unt$t Lltdinals,lotln
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